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Preface
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Part 1

Shakuhachi : Taro Matsumoto
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Part 2
Kodan : Kyoko Kanda
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Part 3

Rakugo

“Traveling Zoo”
“Rickshaw”

: Yujyaku Sanyutei
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Finale

Shakuhachi : Taro Matsumoto
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We are approaching a time where scientific advancement may even reveal the
secrets of what happens after we pass from this world. Since long ago, however,
there have been people who believe that, by looking back to a deep, timeless
Japanese culture, one can connect with the souls of one’s ancestors. Tonight, we
hope to bring you, our honored audience, into touch with such beliefs.

This program starts with one of the Japanese traditional performing arts—kodan,
a type of historical storytelling. Japanese people are familiar with kodan as an art
form where storytellers rhythmically convey tales of battles long past, or
discourses on ancient politics. We invite you to sit back and enjoy these tales told
in the unique inflection and tempo of native Japanese.
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Observe as the land upon which our ancestors’ memories are engraved
transforms into a sort of “time tunnel,” linking the past and present through the
resonating spirit of Japanese people. We travel back 300 years, and a city girl
emerges into the bustling, urbane Genroku culture of the Edo period.

The shakuhachi is said to have the most spiritual tone of all the Japanese
traditional musical instruments. Wazuma, on the other hand, are time-honored
Japanese magic tricks that have been passed down over 300 years. Here, awash
with the beauty of Japan, take in the spectacular collaboration between these
traditional arts.
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There is a timeless aspect of Japanese culture that holds a strong appeal to those
in our modern era. Today there exist many familiar aspects of the flourishing
culture of the common man from the Edo period, 300 years ago. Who is it you are
going to come across next?

Now, we will pick up where the preface left off, with another performance of
kodan. We hope you will enjoy this next performance, where the storyteller goes
above and beyond his role to act as a facilitator between the preceding and
following performances.
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Now, emerging from the time tunnel, we see a man wearing a kimono with a
noble family crest. The man comes out in front of the audience and starts to tell
fascinating and funny stories. In his tales, he brings back to vivid life the stories
of people of old, from a time when lives could not be photographed or videoed.

Alone, he inhabits a wide variety of roles as he performs rakugo, a traditional
storytelling art inherent to Japan that is more than 300 years old. In this scene
you can follow the story through the on-screen illustrations and English
subtitles.
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As we once again hear the spiritual tones resonating within the time tunnel that
links the past and the present, its gate begins to close. But this won’t be the last
time it will open—sometime, somewhere else in Japan, Zipangu Show “Rakuza”
will use it to embark on another journey to the past.

Now, as a finale, you will be able to listen to a musical performance that combines
western instrumentation with the shakuhachi. We have no doubt that you will
thoroughly enjoy this poignant scene blending Japanese and Western culture.



