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Abstract

Over the past few decades, the archaeological community has been moving away from the
more traditional methods of excavation and recovery of underwater cultural heritage
towards a less intrusive management approach, essentially involving the preservation of
sites in situ. Over the years, different remediation strategies have been utilised in order to
protect these sites in situ and most of the techniques or combinations thereof, involve
reburial of sites. Reburial may be an appropriate means of stabilising and decreasing the
deterioration rate of a site, however, there needs to be a holistic approach to the study of
the environment, before and after reburial to gain a full understanding of the changes that
are occurring on the site and determine the effectiveness of the technique.

This paper reviews some of the issues associated with in situ stabilisation and reburial of
archaeological sites and their associated artefacts in marine environments and will be
illustrated with examples of remediation strategies that have been applied to shipwrecks
around the world, past and present.



IN- Sltu Preser\ﬁtlon

%tlbofaPro essFBased
the Man g ment ol}

Western Australlan Museum.\.f
Department of Materials ConseTvatlon

Meeting of'the
_National Committee for Underwater Sites 0
Tokyo, Japan :!-“tf
» 14 Marth 2014 M




Introduction

T EEMREFICELEREIZHAZENZLY

Fujikawa Maru — Chuuk Lagoon Batavia — Beacon Island
FSM Western Australia




Archaeological Investigation of Sites
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Land Reclamation

Shipwreck in The Netherlands, integrated into the landscape through land reclamation




Sand Bags
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Backfilling and Stabilisation
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Sediment Trapping - Artificial Seagrass

William Salthouse after one year
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Sediment Trapping - Shade Cloth




Sediment Encapsulation - Cofferdams
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Filling RCB with road base Transporting RCB to site
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Relocation and Reburial

Reburial site
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Figur 5. En principskiss éver hur dterdeponeringen planeras se ut efter att samtliga fynd deponerats.
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ARCHAEOLOGY
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Conclusions
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