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satellite conference on Japanese teacher education and the usage of technology.
The presentations and discussions today will lead us to a better understanding
of efforts to improve Japanese instruction in both the US and Japan, and they
will also allow us to learn from and benefit from different approaches being
taken in our two countries. I'm confident today"s discussion will lay the

groundwork for future collaborative efforts, many of which will be facilitated

by technology as today"s conference is. In the US the past decade has seen

significant changes in the teaching of foreign languages. In many ways the

1990es were the decade of standards. Student learning standards for foreign

languages were developed, followed by Japanese specific standards. Japanese

teachers and professional organizations are working now in cooperation with

other foreign language organizations to develop standards for both new teachers
and experienced professionals, as well as standards for the accreditation

of schools of education that prepare foreign language teachers. It"s become

clear that we need to effect changes in teacher education programs in order

to prepare teachers who the language and cultural skills to teach the standards,
as well as the necessary knowledge of standards based instruction, appropriate

types of assessment, student learning styles, instructional resources, classroom
management, and programmatic maintenance and advocacy. We also have to provide

opportunities for teachers now in the classroom to continue to update and

improve their knowledge and skills, so they, too, are capable of doing what

the standards demand of them. Today"s conference addresses all of these

important and timely issues from both Japanese and US perspectives and

promises to enlighten all of us. | thank our speakers and the Japan Foundation

for supporting this opportunity for sharing information and for planning future
directions.
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I just have a few comments | wanted to make. One was to mention to you
a volume that 1 don"t know if you are aware of. Two years ago this rather
substantial document called The National Educational Technology Standards
for Students connecting curriculum and technology was published by the
International Society for Technology and Education ISTE, and you can reach
them at HYPERLINK http://www.iste.org www.iste.org if you"d like to get more
information. This document addresses the ways that technology can be integrated
into all areas of a curriculum starting from pre-school, and ways that it
can help our student to become more capable information technology users.
It drives on all of the standard that were developed by the various fields
in the United States, including foreign language standards and offers examples
in place that information technology and instruction about information
technology can be adopted in a foreign language classroom. It also points
out that several conditions are necessary for appropriate use of technology
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and education. Among the most important are Vision with Support and Proactive

Leadership from the education system. Educators skilled in the use of technology
for learning, access to contemporary technology software and communications

networks, technical assistance for maintaining and using technology resources,
ongoing financial support for sustained technology use, and policies and

standard supporting new learning environments. These are all points that

we have touched on today. We as educators | think can provide some leadership

to conferences such as this, and we can also keep in mind that teachers have
a serious need for training in educational technology, not only to improve

their instruction ability on subjects, but also to provide their students

with the ability to use technology in other contexts as well. Our speakers

mentioned several projects that are under way currently or are now being

planned for training teachers in the use of technology, such as the institute

at Mediat Kaihatsu Center that AATJ is sponsoring next summer. | just wanted
to let those in the audience here know that application forms should be

appearing in your mailbox shortly,if you®re members of either ATJ or NCJLT,
or you can access the application information on the ATJ website, too. Let"s
open to teacher in Japanese at any level, native speakers or non-native

speakers. | think all of these opportunities are very exciting in what they
offer to teachers. And one of the most exciting aspects --- technology makes
materials and opportunities available to teachers in their own homes and their
own schools. The itsudemo dokodemo daredemo applies to teachers as well as

to students. They can seek out materials as needed and they make use of online
professional development to improve their own skills as needed to meet the

teacher”s standards that are being developed in both the United States and

Japan. One final word. 1 want to mention a project that was just touched on

briefly. Towasaki sensei | think mentioned that there is a database being

developed in Washington D.C., this is at the National Foreign Language Center.
And ATJ is working with them to develop what®"s called Langnet, or Japannet

will be the Japanese part of it, which ultimately will be a way for either

learners of Japanese or teachers of Japanese to enter data about specific

needs of an individual student, and get back a list of recommended materials
that the field has vetted and recommends for use with students with particular
needs. Finally | just wanted to say that with all of the other, as with the
other online learning modules and shared materials and databases, such learning
materials can be accessed by teachers and learners not only in this country,
but throughout the world. Clearly I thing we need to think globally about

teacher education, instructional practices, and the role of technology and

advocating them, collaborative efforts and use of technology such as we have
seen today, | thing are the way of the future. Thank you.
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