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The time is 2:46pm, March 11, 2011. The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred with an
epicenter on the seafloor, about 70 kilometers east of the city of Sendai. At Magnitude 9.0, the
largest earthquake ever recorded to hit Japan, this megathrust earthquake triggered a tsunami with
a height of over 10 meters, inundating a broad swathe of the Pacific coast centered on the
prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima.

This earthquake took many precious lives and fortunes, with the National Police Agency
estimating 18,457 dead or missing; and 399,923 buildings destroyed or partially destroyed. The
tsunami in turn caused a disaster at the Tokyo Electric Power Co.’s Fukushima Dai-Ichi Nuclear
Power Plant, in Fukushima Prefecture’s Futaba-machi and Ohkuma-machi. This led to the
unavoidable evacuation of 100,000 local residents.

This report compiles the efforts of organizations such as local governments in the affected areas
(hereafter, “affected local governments”) and local governments that have sent employees to help
with reconstruction/restoration, and the Agency for Cultural Affairs. These efforts have been made
to achieve both reconstruction/restoration from this unprecedented disaster as well as to manage
to protect and conserve buried cultural properties.

The interim report drawn up in fiscal 2015, Reconstruction from the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Preservation of Buried Cultural Properties concentrated on the outcomes of archeological
excavations, with a further focus on buried cultural properties that contributed to reconstruction.
This report, however, covers in a comprehensive manner the efforts taken from the time of the
disaster through fiscal 2015, while indicating how the government addressed each stage of the
process and the challenges they faced.

This report was created as a reference to use in deliberating future broad government policy on
preserving buried cultural properties in order to use the experience of the disaster in the future for
how to handle buried cultural policy in times of emergencies and disasters.

The report is divided into two pamphlets: The Government Measures, which focus on
government efforts to cope with the problem; and the Archeological Excavations and valorization of
buried cultural properties, which focuses on the outcomes and use of rescue excavations.

The Government Measures version brings together the background, a timeline and outcomes,
while arranging the events subsequent to the disastrous earthquake chronologically. This
chronology makes clear the relationship between the policies/measures related to reconstruction,
the social situation surrounding reconstruction, and efforts by affected local governments along
with the Agency for Cultural Affairs to preserve buried cultural properties.

The Archeological Excavations and valorization of buried cultural properties version introduces
the history of each local region which archeological excavations for reconstruction works revealed:

introduces the use of the results of these excavations as well as the reaction of local residents; and



notes the meaning of preserving buried cultural properties even in the middle of an earthquake or
other state of emergency.

It also introduces the details and outcomes of support by the Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties; the results, challenges and proposals for the future regarding measures
taken this time from the perspective of workers sent from around the country to preserve cultural
properties; and efforts also by the organizations that sent them. Comparison with those taken after
the Great Hanshin Earthquake of 1995 gives a clear look at the efforts this time and suggests

proposals for the future.









