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DRAFT DECISION 20.COM 7.b.51

The Committee

1.

Recalling the initial inscription of ‘Sekishu-Banshi: papermaking in the lwami
region of Shimane Prefecture’ (submitted by Japan) by the fourth session of
the Committee in 2009 (Decision 4.COM 13.56) and the inscription, on an
extended basis as a national extension, of ‘Washi, craftsmanship of
traditional Japanese hand-made paper’ on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the ninth session of the
Committee in 2014 (Decision 9.COM 10.22),

Takes note that Japan has nominated Washi, craftsmanship of traditional
Japanese hand-made paper (No. 02291) for inscription, on an extended
basis as a national extension, on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

Washi craftsmanship refers to the traditional practice of making paper by
hand using the fibres of the paper mulberry plant. The fibres are first
separated, then soaked in clear river water to thicken before being filtered
through a bamboo screen. This traditional, hand-made paper is used not
only for letter writing, books and documents, but also for home interiors, such
as to make paper screens, room dividers and sliding doors. Most of the
inhabitants of the practising communities contribute to the process,
undertaking roles ranging from the cultivation and harvesting of the mulberry
plant to the creation of new Washi products to promote the craft both
domestically and abroad.

Considers that, from the information included in the file, the nomination
satisfies the following criteria for inscription on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

R.1: The knowledge and skills related to Washi papermaking are
transmitted on three levels: within families of Washi craftspeople;
through preservation associations; and by local municipalities.
Practising families and their employees work and learn under Washi
masters, who, in turn, inherited the techniques from their parents.
Community members take pride in their tradition of Washi-making and
regard it as a symbol of their cultural identity. As the communities are



R.2:

R.3:

R.4:

R.5:

generally composed of people who are directly engaged in or closely
related to the practice, the craft also fosters social cohesion.

The element exemplifies the interdependence between the
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage and sustainable
development. The techniques applied to Washi production embody
sustainability, as the hand-made paper is crafted without
over-harvesting the plants used as raw materials. The element also
promotes gender equality by emphasizing the role of women, who
make up the maijority of the community members concerned by the
extension. In addition, the nomination file clearly demonstrates how the
extension will increase the visibility and awareness of the importance
of intangible cultural heritage as a source of traditional wisdom in the
contemporary world. It highlights the positive impact of the extension
on the appreciation of cultural diversity and the promotion of dialogue
between communities that share the history of traditional papermaking
and its uses.

The viability of the element has been ensured by artisans’ communities
and associations, with the government’s legal support and financial
subsidies for their annual safeguarding plans. The State Party has
worked closely with the groups concerned in integrating these plans for
the extended element. The Association for the Preservation of Echizen
Torinoko Ganpi Paper is currently formulating its safeguarding plans
for activities designed to transmit the technique and carrying out
various activities such as training seminars, research on raw materials,
the cultivation of ganpi, the purchase of tools needed for crafts, public
demonstrations and exhibitions.

The file demonstrates that the newly joining communities, motivated by
the original inscription, actively participated in all stages of the
preparation of the extended nomination. They worked closely with
government bodies and other Washi communities to ensure alignment
and collaboration, playing a central role in the planning, consultation
and drafting of the nomination file. Written documentation of free, prior
and informed consent is provided.

The element was included in Japan’s Inventory of Intangible Cultural
Properties in 2017. The inventory is updated annually to reflect



changes in the viability or conditions of elements, including new
additions.

Decides to inscribe Washi, craftsmanship of traditional Japanese

hand-made paper on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, taking note that the present inscription incorporates
and replaces ‘Washi, craftsmanship of traditional Japanese hand-made
paper’ (No. 01001), previously inscribed in 2014;

Commends the State Party for a well-prepared file that demonstrates a
concern for inclusion and consideration of other communities in the country
in an ethical and transparent manner.
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DRAFT DECISION 20.COM 7.b.52

The Committee

1.

Recalling the initial inscriptions of ‘Hitachi Furyumono’ and ‘Yamahoko, the
float ceremony of the Kyoto Gion festival’ (submitted by Japan) by the fourth
session of the Committee in 2009 (Decisions 4.COM 13.52 and 4.COM
13.58) and the inscription, on an extended basis as a national extension, of

‘Yama, Hoko, Yatai, float festivals in Japan’ on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the eleventh session of the
Committee in 2016 (Decision 11.COM 10.b.19),

Takes note that Japan has nominated Yama, Hoko, Yatai, float festivals in
Japan (No. 02292) for inscription, on an extended basis as a national
extension, for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity:

Yama, Hoko and Yatai float festivals are held annually in various regions to
pray to the gods for peace and protection from natural disasters. A traditional
practice that showcases the diversity of local cultures, the festivals involve
the collaborative efforts of the practising communities and are a key aspect
of their cultural identity. People of all ages and genders share responsibility
for the organization and running of the festivals. This includes every step,
from the design and construction of the floats to the overall event
coordination.

Considers that, from the information included in the file, the nomination
satisfies the following criteria for inscription on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

R.1: Men and women of all ages decorate the float, and the float handlers
and spectators then come together to celebrate the festival with
prayers for peace in the community. Tasks are adapted to the age and
experience of the participants, with older bearers transmitting the
knowledge and skills to those less experienced, including through
formal classes. Teamwork is encouraged among the communities to
share and exchange specialized technical skills and knowledge to craft
and repair floats. Yama, Hoko and Yatai float festivals play a key role in
community-building. The broad engagement required to prepare the
festivals also promotes cooperation and social cohesion.



R.2:

R.3:

R.4:

R.5:

The nomination file clearly describes how the four newly joining
communities consider the extension as a means to enhance the
visibility of intangible cultural heritage and promote dialogue among
groups with distinct traditions and skills. The element contributes to
raising awareness of the importance of cultural diversity, reinforcing
community identity, promoting intergenerational transmission and
encouraging public participation in float festivals. In addition, the
safeguarding of the element is closely linked to the protection of the
environment and the State Party is aware that the sustainable
management of natural resources is essential for the viability of
intangible cultural heritage.

The nomination file clearly demonstrates that the extension will
strengthen existing safeguarding measures, which are already solid
and comprehensive. As members of the National Association for the
Preservation of Float Festivals, the newly joining communities are fully
engaged in safeguarding and transmitting the practices related to the
element. They work closely with the national government and local
governing bodies to ensure the next generation of event organizers.
Their main activities include raising awareness and organizing training
sessions among children and young people, creating and repairing
floats and planting trees that will be used as the raw material to make
floats, among other initiatives.

The submitting State has adequately explained how the newly joining
communities have actively participated in the nomination process,
cooperating with other community members, compiling information,
providing audiovisual records and giving their free, prior and informed
consent to the nomination. Four associations worked together to
ensure the widest possible participation of the communities in the
preparation of the extension proposal. The file resulting from this
cooperation effectively reflects a shared safeguarding vision.

The Inventory of Intangible Cultural Properties in Japan includes
elements designated by the national government as Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Properties. This inventory comprises the
thirty-three float festivals included in the original nomination, along with



four additional festivals included between 2016 and 2021. The
inventory is updated once every year.

Decides to inscribe Yama, Hoko, Yatai, float festivals in Japan on the

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, taking
note that the present inscription incorporates and replaces ‘Yama, Hoko,
Yatai, float festivals in Japan’ (No. 01059), previously inscribed in 2016;

Commends the State Party for encouraging the exchange of experiences
between communities, with special attention paid to creativity and
sustainability in the use of natural resources.
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DRAFT DECISION 20.COM 7.b.50

The Committee

1.

Recalling the initial inscription of ‘Traditional skills, techniques and
knowledge for the conservation and transmission of wooden architecture in
Japan’ (submitted by Japan) on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the fifteenth session of the Committee in
2020 (Decision 15.COM 8.b.35),

Takes note that Japan has nominated Traditional skills, techniques and
knowledge for the conservation and transmission of wooden
architecture in Japan (No. 02293) for inscription, on an extended basis as a
national extension, on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity:

The conservation and transmission of wooden architecture consists in a set
of traditional skills, techniques and knowledge to build new wooden
structures and restore existing ones. This includes skills such as plastering,
the cultivation and harvesting of raw materials, lacquer painting of traditional
structures, and many more. Initially, master craftspeople transmitted the
related knowledge and skills by training apprentices as their successors.
However, with modernization, this process became more difficult. As a result,
preservation associations were formed to safeguard the element.

Considers that, from the information included in the file, the nomination
satisfies the following criteria for inscription on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

R.1: Certain skills associated with the element, such as the creation of
‘Nakatsugi-omote’ (a type of tatami surface), are transmitted through
training sessions and seminars focusing on the sustainable use of
natural resources and the cultivation of raw materials. Due to the
country’s hot and humid climate, repair work must be undertaken on a
regular basis. At restoration sites, craftspeople with different skills work
together to complete the restorations. Some maintenance work also
requires the involvement of local residents. The element thus serves a
social function by fostering cooperation and social cohesion while
strengthening the practising communities’ sense of shared cultural
identity.



R.2:

R.3:

R.4:

R.5:

The nomination clearly demonstrates that the proposed extension
promotes the link between intangible cultural heritage, built heritage
and natural heritage associated with wooden architecture. At the local
level, it can promote both craftsmanship and environmental
management, raising awareness of the importance of cultural heritage
in general. At the national level, the inclusion of the community can
inspire greater interest in other safeguarding practices nationwide. At
the international level, the nomination may foster a broader
understanding of traditional architecture conservation, stimulate global
discussion and promote cultural exchange, potentially offering a
replicable model for other States Parties.

The nomination file clearly presents past and ongoing measures
adopted by the communities of bearers to safeguard the element, most
of which are formulated and implemented by the communities
themselves, with the support of administrative bodies, particularly the
training of successors and the provisioning of raw materials. The
extension would encourage exchanges with the artisans involved in
the original application, helping the new community to secure raw
materials and creating an environment conducive to the transmission
of skills, techniques and knowledge, reinforcing safeguarding
measures.

For the extended nomination, all the newly joining and originally
involved communities discussed measures for safeguarding and
transmitting the traditional techniques of tatami mat making. They also
provided information, documentation and visual records to prepare the
nomination file. The original communities provided their consent to the
addition of a new one, and, finally, they all provided their free, prior and
informed consent.

The nomination file demonstrates that the seventeen techniques of
‘Traditional skills, techniques and knowledge for the conservation and
transmission of wooden architecture in Japan’ have been selected as
Selected Conservation Techniques under Japan’'s Law for the
Protection of Cultural Properties and included in the respective
inventory. This inventory is managed and updated on a periodic basis
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.



Decides to inscribe Traditional skills, techniques and knowledge for the

conservation and transmission of wooden architecture in Japan on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, taking
note that the present inscription incorporates and replaces ‘Traditional skills,
techniques and knowledge for the conservation and transmission of wooden
architecture in Japan’ (No. 01618), previously inscribed in 2020;

Commends the State Party for its concern for the inclusion and consideration
of new communities in this expansion within the same country, which
demonstrates an ethical and transparent attitude that reflects the spirit of the
Convention.
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