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Press Release

Japan joins the Asian Film Alliance Network (AFAN) as the latest member

Oct 9, Busan, South Korea - Japan officially joins the Asian Film Alliance Network (AFAN) as a
member of this regional programme. The Asian Film Alliance Network (AFAN) is a platform for Asian
national audiovisual agencies to strengthen partnerships and exchange information. Initiated by the
Korean Film Council (KOFIC) at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival, it currently comprises six film agencies
from South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, and Thailand. In May 2024, AFAN
partnered with the European Film Agency Directors Association (EFAD) to further foster collaboration
between Asia and Europe.

Japan’s membership will be led by the Agency of Cultural Affairs — Government of Japan. Japan has
participated as an observer with AFAN since 2024 and have participated in the dialogue and events since
then.

AFAN’s Statement

Lorna Tee, Secretary General of AFAN remarked “AFAN is pleased to welcome Japan as the latest
member of AFAN as Japan is a major powerhouse in the audiovisual sector globally. The official
participation of Japan will enhance the existing network and programmes of AFAN in bringing Asia to
strengthen regional and global collaboration for the Asian industries. The Asian market and population
ranks number one in the world and Asia will need to collaborate and communicate more within the region
for Asian stories, talents and industries to grow for a more sustainable and vibrant future.”

AFAN conducts two general assemblies annually for the members, partners and observers to meet and
exchange information and discuss regional concerns - one during the Cannes Film Festival and one during
the Busan International Film Festival. In addition AFAN Spotlight at various international events such as
the Marche du Film, Asian Contents and Film Market (ACFM), European Film Market (EFM), ASEAN
Film & TV Summit, Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival, Annecy Film Festival, Tokyo International Film
Festival Content Market (TIFFCOM), Bangkok International Film Festival and JAFF Market in Indonesia
further profiles AFAN members talents, companies, organisations and events to foster greater
understanding within Asia and beyond. AFAN continues to strive to engage with more regional
organisations in the mission for the enhancement and growth of the Asian audiovisual industries.

For more information, please contact lorna@afanconnect.asia or log on to https://www.afanconnect.asia/
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