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DRAFT DECISION 21.COM 7.b.8

The Committee

1.

Takes note that Japan has nominated Shodo, calligraphy in Japan (No.

02263) for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity:

Shodo is the act of handwriting words in Kanji (Chinese characters), Kana
(Japanese syllabic writing), or both, using traditional brushstrokes on paper.
The calligraphy technique is also used to create designs for engraving seals.
Shodo is used for events such as Kakizome (a ceremony in which people
write their New Year’s resolutions, goals and prayers on paper) as well as
for writing letters, signing guestbooks, or creating name certificates for
newborns. The bearers include practitioners who have mastered the
traditional technique, instructors who teach Shodo, their students, and the
people who produce the tools (brushes, ink, ink stones and paper).

Considers that, from the information included in the file, the nomination

satisfies the following criteria for inscription on the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

R.1: In addition to being a means of expression, Shodo promotes traditional
culture, particularly because classical literature is expressed through
calligraphy. It also promotes respect for nature through the use of
natural materials to craft the traditional Shodo tools. The practice is
transmitted mostly through hands-on engagement, including through
school clubs and lessons incorporated in school curricula.
Calligraphers also transmit traditional techniques to younger
generations in schools or Shodo classes. Some experts hold
exhibitions of their calligraphy works, provide practical courses to teach
the related knowledge and skills, and coordinate study sessions to
promote and transmit Shodo to the general public.

R.2: The inscription of Shodo would enhance the visibility of intangible
cultural heritage by highlighting the cultural and artistic value of
handwritten calligraphy as a living tradition. Shodo fosters appreciation
of cultural identity, creativity and intergenerational transmission. Its role
in preserving historical documents enables the transmission of



R.3:

R.4:

knowledge and cultural values to future generations, strengthening
awareness of the importance of safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage. By increasing public interest and understanding of Shodo, the
inscription would also encourage greater appreciation of other forms of
living heritage, promote cultural dialogue, and support the long-term
sustainability of traditional knowledge and practices.

Shodo is safeguarded through a combination of formal education,
community-led initiatives, and government support, with communities
playing a central role in planning and implementing safeguarding
measures. As part of the national school curriculum, children learn
Shodo techniques from an early age, ensuring intergenerational
transmission. Community organizations  voluntarily = organize
workshops, exhibitions, lectures, public demonstrations and outreach
activities for children, youth and adults, while training teachers,
instructors and future practitioners. Craft producers also promote
traditional tool-making through educational programmes. The
Japanese government supports these community-led efforts by
recognizing Shodo as a Registered Intangible Cultural Property,
providing financial assistance, and promoting public awareness. The
Japan Shodo Culture Association also monitors the element’s viability
and potential impacts of inscription, ensuring adaptive and inclusive
safeguarding without gender-based restrictions.

The nomination of Shodo was initiated through the strong commitment
of its bearers and practitioners, who sought to ensure its transmission
to future generations. Community organizations established the Japan
Council for Promoting Shodo’s Inscription on the UNESCO List and
mobilized broad participation from supporting groups. Practitioners
actively contributed to government research by completing
questionnaires, compiling findings, and sharing recommendations.
Expert calligraphers subsequently formed the Japan Shodo Culture
Association to coordinate safeguarding efforts. During the nomination
process, practitioners, experts and representative organizations
actively provided information, videos and documentation. They also
participated in preparing the nomination file, and gave their free, prior
and informed consent and formal support for both the nomination and
its accompanying documentation.



R.5: The element was included in the Inventory of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Japan in December 2021. The inventory is maintained by
the Agency for Cultural Affairs of the Government of Japan and is
updated annually with the participation of bearer communities and
practitioners.

Decides to inscribe Shodo, calligraphy in Japan on the Representative

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity;

Commends the State Party on the quality of the nomination file submitted,
which serves as an example of good practice for the preparation of future
nominations.
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