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7th Regional Assembly of ICOM-ASPAC
Workshop on Museums and Intangible Heritage - Asia Pacific Approaches
2002, 20-25 October Shanghai, China

ICOM membership commitment to protecting the vulnerable intangible heritage is so great that the
theme of the General Assembly of ICOM 2004 in Seoul, Korea, is Intangible Heritage. However, the
current level of professional dialogue needs to be developed in a regional context of the Asia Pacific.
This is even more important in the face of globalisation that poses the greatest threat to the
continuity of intangible heritage in diverse cultural situations. It is this concern that led the ICOM
Asia Pacific Organisation to identify a focussed workshop on Museums, Intangible Heritage and
Globalisation as a preparatory activity, the outcomes of which would inform ICOM 2004.

The workshop was facilitated and organised as an integral part of the Asia Pacific Regional
Assembly of ICOM, which took place from 20 - 25 October 2002 in Shanghai, China. For practical
purposes it was understood that intangible heritage resources consist of voices, values, traditions,
languages, oral history, folklife, creativity, adaptability and the distinctiveness of a people. These
could be centred on a place or a collection or a group of people in a particular cultural heritage
context. The workshop dealt with both tangible and intangible heritage resources in a holistic
context and considered museums as key vehicles for documentation, preservation and promotion of
these resources.

Participation in the workshop:

For the preparation, implementation and follow-up of this Workshop, ICOM and ASPAC (Asia and
Pacific Organisation of ICOM) worked closely with ICOM China. The participants were mainly
members of ICOM and heritage professionals from the Asia Pacific region, UNESCO delegates and
national decision-makers who are dealing with intangible heritage. At least two participants from
each of the countries of the Asia Pacific Region were targeted. Moreover ICOM supported the
attendance of a small number of participants based on specialist papers and contributions from
developing countries in the Asia Pacific.

Objective:

By the end of the workshop, participants identified recommendations for future actions at national
and regional levels in order to protect intangible heritage in the Asia and Pacific Region by:

1. Identifying culturally diverse perceptions of intangible heritage;

Profiling the respective national frameworks for the protection of intangible heritage;

Establishing a plan of action for regional dialogue and advocacy; and

s~ W N

Fostering integrated approaches to tangible and intangible heritage management in museums
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and heritage organisations.
Results:
The following results are anticipated from the proceedings of the workshop:
Publication of a regional template of the recommended framework for action on the web that
could be translated into various languages by the respective National Committees of ICOM
Publication of the proceedings of the Workshop in English and Chinese
Improved regional cooperation
Identification of lead-up activities and conceptual framework for ICOM 2004
Capacity building for participants in the protection of intangible cultural heritage and
Contribution to the International Convention on the Protection of Intangible Heritage of
Humanity that has been mooted by UNESCO
Development:
The participants drew up a Charter for the protection of Intangible Heritage (Shanghai Charter)
affirming the significance of creativity, adaptability and the distinctiveness of peoples, places and
communities as the framework in which the voices, values, traditions, languages, oral history, folk
life and so on are recognised and promoted in all museological and heritage practices and
recommending actions for museums as facilitators of constructive partnerships in the safeguarding
of this heritage of humanity.
The 7th General Assembly of ICOM-ASPAC signed an appeal to assist the National Museum of
Afghanistan.
Follow-up:
Proceedings of the Workshop on Museums and Intangible Heritage - Asia Pacific Approaches will be

soon published.

<http://icom.museum/shanghai.html>
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Shanghai Charter
2002, 20-25 October Shanghai, China

We, the coalition of participants, at the 7th Asia Pacific Regional Assembly of the International

Council of Museums convened between 20-24 October 2002 in Shanghai, affirming the significance

of creativity, adaptability and the distinctiveness of peoples, places and communities as the

framework in which the voices, values, traditions, languages, oral history, folk life and so on are

recognised and promoted in all museological and heritage practices, recommend that museums as

facilitators of constructive partnerships in the safeguarding of this heritage of humanity:

- Affirm the rich cultural diversity of the Asia Pacific, including the concerns of race, ethnicity,
colour, gender, age, class, faith, language, sexual orientation and regional identities

- Establish interdisciplinary and cross sectorial approaches that bring together movable and
immovable, tangible and intangible, natural and cultural heritage

- Address the challenges and threats posed by globalisation and develop approaches to maximise
on the opportunities provided by cultural, technological and economic globalisation

- Develop documentation tools and standards in establishing holistic museum and heritage
practices

- Initiate pilot projects that demonstrate methodologies for making inventories of intangible
heritage resources through community participation

- Ensure efforts towards the conservation, presentation and interpretation of intangible heritage in
an authentic manner that is consistent with the local character

- Develop public programs and visitor management strategies that comply with the laws,
conventions and regulations dealing with the conservation of heritage resources of significance,
and respect for the rules and protocols of the community groups as custodians of intangible
heritage

- Encourage cross cultural understanding and meaningful exchanges for the promotion of peace
and harmonious societies

- Make use of all media formats such as print, audio visuals, film and wvideo, digital and
telecommunication technologies

- Assess and address training needs and capacity building for integration of tangible and intangible
heritage management

- Offer inclusive interpretation in appropriate languages where possible employing local custodians
of intangible heritage resources

- Promote the active participation of public and private sectors to maximise the use of local
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expertise, resources and opportunities and diversify the resource base for the effective
safeguarding of all heritage resources

- Establish criteria and methodologies for the integration of tangible and intangible heritage in
museums and other heritage institutions

- Support UNESCO's efforts for the safeguarding and promotion of intangible heritage through its
various programs and stress the importance of the inputs of professional bodies in the

preparation of an international convention for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

ICOM China President Professor Zhang Wenbin
ICOM President Dr. Jacques Perot
ICOM Asia Pacific Professor Amareswar Galla

<http://icom.museum/shanghai_charter.html>
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Shiraz Declaration

2007 Iran

1. To collaborate on regional training initiatives and to set up permanent programmes for the
on-going training of museum personnel;

2. To collaborate in building better programmes and exhibits for children and challenged persons
of the societies in the ASPAC region;

3. To strengthen expertise support, notably through the exchange of experts, and the development
of a database of ASPAC expertise;

4. To establish an on-line museum network through the ASPAC Web site, for publishing an on-line
journal of ASPAC museums and contributing the information exchange;

5. 'To exchange experiences and knowledge through:

- The exchange of museum personnel to be trained in different countries;

- The creation of multinational, multi-museum-based exhibitions and the exchange of
museological research;

- Annual celebration in support of the scientific, natural and cultural heritage, both tangible and
intangible, of one ASPAC country on the occasion of International Museum Day, on a rotating
basis.

6. To establish good practice standards and identify ways and means for improvement of their
countries’ museums;

7. 'To form provincial committees within each country for efficient communication and cooperation.

8. ASPAC recommends to each government or other organizations to facilitate the transfer of

museum objects between museums for public purpose if possible.

SATEN AT B 1 2 TR R SCER SRS 70 ) 5 45 [ % LS AT 72 1 1K 20 4 3 - pp. 116-117.
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Ningbo Declaration on Museums and Social Change in the 215t Century (draft)
6, December, 2008
Ningbo, China

Towards 2010): Ningbo Interational Museum Forum, which took place in Ningbo on December 4-6, 2008,
with the participation of representatives from China and fourteen other countries under the theme of * core
values end social responsibilities of museums in the 21 century” , explored the increased social roles of
museums, their intemational nnd national development, muscums and cultural diversity, and the relationship
between musevms and urbun culture today. The following statement was agreed at the conclusion of the Ningbe
Forum: the Ningbo Declaration on Museums and Social Change in the 21" Century (the Ningho Declaration).

Considering
That the complex and profound changes world-wide in the external and intemal environment of museums

urge us io establish a comprchensive value system and service paradigm that will reinforce thc essence of
museums while securing their effcetiveness and prosperity in the era of globalization.

Believing

That the role of museums — defiped by [COM a2 “in the sesvice of 5ociety md of its development” — calls
for the combined effort of museums intemationally, based apon their universal ethics and shared values, to
enhance the visibility, public appeal. communication and influence of museum cultute as past of daily lifc and
central (o social development across the world. ‘

Stresging

That cultural diversity, a¢ 2 vital pert of human social developmeat, is often in tension with the growing influence
of globalizatiea, modernization and informatizatio on social production, management models and public lifi
gencrally, 5 1 mperative hat muscums play an active role in defusing cultural confiicts. bridging cultural coatradictions
increasing cultural tolermnce and encouraging culturml innovation.

The Ningbo Declaration Recommends

That as the evalution of the concept of heritage in recent years rcq'ni?ma us to ensure that afl forms of heritage
— historical and contemporary, cultural and natural, tangible mnd intsngible, movable and immovable - are preserved
and communicnted to society. there are new chullenges and opportunities for museums to develop. “open” and
“ multdisciplinary” institutions in their policies, resource allocation and strategic development, to enhance muscums’
cffectiveness in communicating diversa heritagas as a pogitive dynamic of social progress.

The Ningbo Declaration further Recommends

That given the acceleration of urbanization and accompanying social, scientific, economic, cultural, environmental
and political changes in devcloping countries, urban mugenms today have the responsibility to  help people to
underatand and actively engage in the processes of change in their daily surroundings: such engagement should
reflect. at different levels and from different perspectives. the essence of urban culture as cmbedded in people’s
cultural indugtry sud eyltural products, highlighting cities” unique cultara] assets as part of their development process:
this framework encourages museums to innovate and pariner with compmunitics in creating new colturul
opportunities based on cities”  parficular cultural histories - and the collection, preservation, research and exhibition
work of museums will therofors be innovative in embracing these challenges in unique and diverse ways.

We believe that social interconnection and harmony — as commonly pursted by munkind - both positions
museums centrally in human progress and provides a full reflection of Orental philosophies and cultural
viewpoints, The proposed theme of the 22* General Conference of ICOM in Shanghai in 2010 - Museums for
Social Harmeny — is therefore of positive significance and resonance in a huge region of the world. We call on
the members of ICOM to provide in-depth reflection and fuil discussion of this proposed theme.

Towards 2010: Ningbo International Museum Forum
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21st General Assembly of ICOM
Excerpts of Resolutions Adopted
2004 Seoul, Korea

Resolution no. 1

Considering the undeniable importance of intangible heritage and its role in the preservation of
cultural diversity, the 21st General Assembly of ICOM, held in Seoul on 8 October 2004 ,

1. Endorses the 2003 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage;

2. Urges all governments to ratify this convention;

3. Encourages all countries, and especially developing countries where there is a strong oral
tradition, to establish an Intangible Heritage Promotion Fund;

4. Invites all relevant museums involved in the collection, preservation and promotion of the
intangible heritage to give particular attention to the conservation of all perishable records, notably
electronic and documentary heritage resources;

5. Urges national and local authorities to adopt and effectively implement appropriate local laws
and regulations for the protection of intangible heritage;

6. Recommends that museums give particular attention and resist any attempt to misuse
intangible heritage resources and particularly their commercialisation without benefits to the
primary custodians;

7. Urges regional Organisations, National Committees and other ICOM bodies to work closely
with local agencies in the development and the implementation of such legal instruments and in the
necessary training of staff responsible for effective implementation;

8. Recommends that all training programmes for museum professionals stress the importance of
intangible heritage and include the understanding of intangible heritage as a requirement for
qualification;

9. Recommends that the Executive Council, working with the International Committee for the
Training of Personnel (ICTOP), introduce the necessary adjustments as soon as possible into the
ICOM Curricula Guidelines for Museum Professional Development (1971, latest revision 1999);

10. Decides that this Resolution shall henceforth be known as the "Seoul Declaration of ICOM on
the Intangible Heritage".

Resolution no. 2

Considering earlier resolutions of ICOM (1986, 1989 and 2001) and the adoption of the

recommendation E of the report of the Working Group on the Use of Languages, dated 9 February
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2004, specifying that "in the case of the General Assembly and plenary sessions of the General
Conference it would be desirable to use the language(s) of the host country in addition to the official
languages" of ICOM,

The 21st General Assembly of ICOM, held in Seoul, Korea on 8 October 2004:

1. Reinforces the Barcelona 2001 decision to adopt Spanish (Castilian) as the third official
language of ICOM, and

2. Adopts entirely the Recommendation E of the Report of the ICOM Working Group on the Use of
Languages.

Resolution no. 3

The 21st General Assembly of ICOM, held in Seoul on 8 October 2004,

1. Urges ICOM to consider the Arab region as a priority region in its programme;

2. Urges ICOM to carry out in the Arab region training activities for museum professionals,
providing all necessary support;

3. Invites International Committees to demonstrate their solidarity with Arab museums in efforts
to gain recognition of their role and importance in the promotion of cross-cultural understanding
and cultural diversity of the world.

Resolution no. 4

Whereas Resolution No. 2 of the 18th General Assembly of ICOM, held in Stavanger, Norway, on 7
July 1995, condemned the deliberate destruction of cultural heritage during armed conflicts;
Whereas the tangible and intangible heritage is a crucial part of the cultural identity;

Recognising the vulnerability of this heritage and our moral duty to ensure that present and future
generations have access to it;

The 21st General Assembly of ICOM, meeting in Seoul, Korea, on 8 October 2004,

1. Emphasises the necessity for all governments to ratify the Hague Convention of 1954 on the
protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict and its subsequent Protocols;

2. Calls upon ICOM, governments, the International Committee of the Blue Shield and other
concerned international organisations to provide technical and financial support to countries that
have suffered armed conflict, to help them to document and list their cultural heritage after a
conflict;

3. Regrets and condemns the plunder and vandalism suffered by all institutions responsible for
the cultural heritage in their country, like in the recent past in Iraq but unfortunately in other
countries as well;

4. Calls upon the international museum community to develop protective measures and provide
all necessary assistance for the reconstruction of museums, libraries, monuments and sites, the

restitution of lost collections and the conservation and documentation of the remaining collections.
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Resolution no. 5

Recognising that Resolution No. 2 of the 20th General Assembly of ICOM, held in Barcelona, Spain,
on 6 July 2001, on museum autonomy is well founded;

The 21st General Assembly of ICOM, held in Seoul, Korea, on 8 October 2004

Reaffirms the terms of that Resolution, in order to ensure that museums achieve greater financial

and operational autonomy.

< http:/icom.museum/resolutions/eres04.html >
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22nd General Assembly of ICOM
Excerpts of Resolutions Adopted
2007 Vienna, Austria

Resolution No. 1: Protection and Promotion of Universal

Heritage with Respect for Cultural and Natural Diversity

ICOM’s General Assembly held in Vienna, Austria, on 24 August 2007 promotes the protection of
and wider access to Universal Heritage as encompassing natural and cultural, tangible and
intangible, movable and immovable heritage, regardless of national boundaries or particular
interests andwith respect for diversity (as per Resolution No. 1 of 19th General Assembly of ICOM,
Melbourne, Australia, 1998 and Resolution No. 1 of the 21st General Assembly of ICOM, Seoul,
Korea, 2004).

1.1 Policy Framework

ICOM considers the 2001 Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (UNESCO) as the
framework for promoting cultural diversity and universal heritage through strategic partnerships.
The ICOM General Assembly recommends

- that National Committees exert influence on their respective governments to become State
Parties to the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions (Paris, 20 October 2005); as well as

- enhanced partnerships with other organisations and concrete joint committee actions within
ICOM in this context.

1.2 Building Partnerships

In order to strengthen and expand its global network with existing and new strategic partners, the
ICOM General Assembly recommends

- the establishment of more functional collaboration with intergovernmental organisations (e.g.
UNESCO, ICCROM, INTERPOL, WIPO), international non-governmental organisations (e.g.
ICOMOS, IFLA, ICA, WCO, WFFM), national heritage organisations, including associations of
museums, galleries, archives and libraries, as well as teaching and research institutions of higher
education and their associations (e.g. IAU); and

- the participation in programmes that demonstrate the contemporary value of historic rights
issues such as the UNESCO —Slave Route Project; or the mutual reinforcement of capacities such as
the International Bar Association (IBA)-Mediation Programme.

Resolution No. 2! Accessibility of Information and Communication

2.1 Improve Communication

In furthering its universal vision and commitment to the preservation, continuation, and
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engagement with cultural diversity as the shared heritage of humanity, ICOM facilitates heritage
action plans based on intercultural dialogue focusing on tangible and intangible heritage across its
committees.

The ICOM General Assembly resolves

- to develop better tools for more effective and regular communication throughout its membership
and partner networks;

* to improve multilingual communication tools to reflect the diversity of its members and partners;
* to use the three languages of ICOM (French, English, and Spanish) on an equal basis; and

- to reinforce close cooperation with regional alliances to provide access to the main statements,
policies, and documentation of ICOM in different languages (e.g. Arabic or Swahili).

2.2 Improve ICOM’s Documentation

The ICOM General Assembly resolves

- to develop a platform for online information (including publications) to provide its committees
with a tool to reach out to its members and other interested entities; and

- to re-conceptualise the role of the UNESCO-ICOM Museum Information Centre as a digital
archival resource for ICOM and for the general public

Resolution No. 3: Informing Museums on Intellectual Property Issues

Museums are, together with other cultural institutions, both owners and managers of intellectual
property. ICOM recognizes that traditional knowledge, traditional cultural expressions and related
fields are in many cases under very serious threats around the world. Therefore, the close
relationship and cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) with
regard to all aspects of intellectual property, and in particular copyright, is essential.

The ICOM General Assembly focuses on awareness-raising for the global heritage community with
regard to intellectual property, including the full recognition of the rights of indigenous people and
existing communities related to the heritage. It is essential to make the resources available to
enable due diligence for new acquisitions, and provenance research, thereby contributing to the
ethical dissemination of knowledge and appreciation of the value of heritage.

ICOM recognizes that sharing and providing access to online resources are never substitutes for the
physical repatriation of objects.

The ICOM General Assembly resolves

- to support the efforts of WIPO and other relevant organizations to develop and implement a new
WIPO Convention and other Conventions aiming to ensure the protection of the collective moral
rights of the originators, inheritors, transmitters, and performers of the world’s traditional cultural
expressions, and traditional knowledge.

Resolution No. 4: Preventing Illicit Traffic and Promoting the Physical Return, Repatriation and
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Restitution of Cultural Property

4.1 As museums engage with the legacies of the past events and practices, ICOM considers that the
fight against the increasing illicit traffic of cultural and natural heritage properties should be a
priority in all countries.

The ICOM General Assembly therefore

- recommends the development of new and innovative methods to promote and facilitate return,
repatriation, and restitution; and

- urges ICOM members to support and initiate actions leading to physical repatriation, wherever
applicable.

4.2 ICOM notes that many claims and disputes concerning the ownership of museum collections,
and legal claims against museums are leading to litigation that can be both lengthy and very costly.
The ICOM General Assembly

- welcomes the decision of the Executive Council to adopt the active promotion of mediation in
preference to legal actions, and to establish an ICOM panel of suitable, qualified, experienced,
trained, and independent mediators, available to assist the parties in dispute resolution; and

- recommends the use of the mediation process as a first recourse as suggested in the policy
statement by Alissandra Cummins: “Promoting the use of Mediation in Resolution of Disputes over
the Ownership of Objects in Museum Collections” (January 20086).

Resolution No. 5: Disaster and Emergency Planning

ICOM notes with deep concern that

1.the number of cases have increased, in which cultural goods are stolen as the result of armed
robbery, in the presence of visitors and staff; and

2.disasters have occurred, which include the damage to and loss of objects of collections, as a result
of research or exhibition outside of the country of origin (which can also be damaging to both the
tangible and intangible heritage); and

3.that global environmental changes have increased the frequency of natural disasters affecting
museums and universal heritage (e.g. the recent earthquake in Pisco-Paracas in Peru, or Hurricane
Dean in the Caribbean and Central America).

ICOM considers that in the context of the on-going challenges of universal heritage protection
before, during, and after natural and manmade disasters, including unlawful acts, armed conflict,
and rapid over-development, ICOM must consolidate its efforts at raising awareness about risk
management and mitigating the consequences of disasters.

5.1 The ICOM General Assembly

- resolves to consolidate its resources and expertise to develop an integrated emergency approach

for:
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- advocacy with governments, intergovernmental organisations, and non-governmental
organisations for cooperation and coordination;

- project development targeting specific needs such as preventive measures for cultural heritage
organisations or reconstruction efforts; and

- capacity building based on practical skills and competencies.

- resolves to support new developments and activities of Blue Shield.

5.2 The ICOM General Assembly recognizes the need

- to utilise the ICOM museums network to encourage governments to tighten the norms and legal
provisions for the protection of Universal Heritage.

* to ensure the implementation of paragraphs 1.5, 1.6, and 1.7 of the ICOM Code of Ethics for
Museums in order to define minimum standards of security and safety, and to enhance awareness of
museum staff for the protection of universal heritage; and

- to formulate an international memorandum on the implementation of the Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, First Protocol (The Hague,1954)
and Second Protocol (The Hague,1999).

5.3 The ICOM General Assembly encourages its National Committees

to advocate with their governments the establishment and implementation of national
programmes for the protection of cultural goods; and
- to advise strongly their governments to adopt and apply heritage property protection laws in
accordance with international instruments and standards; and
* to support the museum community in its willingness to counter the present threats to museum
visitors, staff, and collections.
5.4 The General Assembly appeals to all ICOM’s members and partners
* to remain conscious of the worsening destructive situation in Iraq, as well as countries in similar
situations, and to support actively the protection of its cultural heritage, the reconstruction of its
museums and sites, as well as the repatriation (with interim transfer to a place of safety outside the
country) of its looted, stolen, and illegally exported objects.
Resolution 6: Promoting Sustainable Development
ICOM recognizes the potential for conflict between economic and political interests and the
continuing development of peoples, communities and their cultures as well as the protection of
natural resources.
6.1 The ICOM General Assembly launches an appeal
- to support all initiatives and steps to ensure social, financial, and intellectual autonomy for

museums; and
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- to make museums more attractive for the general public by transforming them into educational
venues for enjoyment, experiencing, and learning about culture and nature, while at the same time
taking into account the importance of safeguarding heritage for future generations.
6.2 ICOM recognizes the increasing dangers to universal heritage posed by infrastructural
mega-projects. Even where such projects may contribute to economic growth and may benefit the
people of the region, nevertheless, they often have a very destructive effect on the cultural heritage
and the traditions of the people living there.
The ICOM General Assembly recommends to its members in this context
- to contribute to raising awareness in relation to these dangers at all levels in all countries,
regarding any and all such projects, and for example, at this time, the Ilisu/High Dam Project in
Turkey.
The ICOM General Assembly appeals to its members and partners in relevant and
intergovernmental organisations
- to urge the responsible authorities of Turkey to reconsider their activities and timeframe in the
scope of the planned project on the Tigris River in order to ensure better protection of the heritage
in the affected region, the populations living in the area and the ancient city of Hasankeyf; and, in
particular;
- requests its members of the countries involved with this project (especially in Austria, Germany,
Switzerland, and Turkey) to appeal to their authorities and private entities located in these and
other countries that support and contribute to the project to consider the universal heritage
implications of their actions.
Resolution No. 7: Championing Higher Standards and Professional Development
Considering the challenges museum professionals and volunteers are facing (e.g. on the political,
financial, and structural levels) in the rapidly changing environment of the 21st century, the ICOM
General Assembly resolves:

to address, develop, and enhance more effectively the education and training of museum
professionals and volunteers, and to develop capacities to meet the needs of museums and the
communities they serve;
- to implement the above through ICOM’s operational mechanisms with special reference to
developing countries, in particular through regional alliances and multilingual delivery platforms;
and
- to partner with existing museum and heritage studies programs in universities and research
institutions, as well as international and national NGO’s.
Resolution 8: Improving the Consultative and Decision Making Process

8.1 In view of the rapid growth in the membership of ICOM, and considering that the Advisory
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Committee is the representative body of ICOM with National and International Committees,
Affiliated Organisations, and Regional Alliances, the ICOM General Assembly urges

- the Executive Council and the Advisory Committee to continue the reform, including the revision
of ICOM’s Statutes and Operating Policies, to enhance the substantive role of the Advisory
Committee by utilizing the more efficient means available in our contemporary information society;
and, that the results of such reform be discussed among both Executive Council and the Advisory
Committee and made available for review and acceptance by the members of the Advisory
Committee.

8.2 The General Conference is ICOM’s major event and a unique knowledge-sharing experience. It
is a networking opportunity that consumes considerable time and money for all members.

The ICOM General Assembly recommends:

- that ICOM improve the organisation, structure, and content of the General Assembly and the
General Conference to gain in effectiveness, efficiency, and relevance to ICOM members worldwide,
and to call on all ICOM bodies to designate representatives to work on better means to do so;

- to encourage governments responsible for museum personnel to support full participation of their
staff who are members of ICOM in ICOM meetings and the General Conference as this
participation should be recognised as a professional activity with benefits for museum development
in their respective countries, regions and internationally;

- that the Executive Council provide information on the activities of the Executive Council and the
Secretariat, to the Advisory Committee for review on a regular basis and for consideration in
advance of meetings; and

- that ICOM and the host countries organising General Conferences and other constituent meetings
make every effort to harness new technologies in order to best engage with and ensure the more

democratic involvement of our global membership and better functioning of our Organisation.

< http://icom.museum/resolutions/eres07.html >
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Summit Forum of Eurasian Museums of Natural History

2007 November China Tianjin

With mankind entering the 21st century, eco-environment's deterioration has been the biggest
obstacle of human developments. Protecting eco-environment and conserving historical & cultural

heritage are becoming the common idea of the whole mankind.

China has naive Ecology Ideas and Environment Protection Thoughts, seen in famous Chinese
ancient works, such as The Book of Songs, Interpretation of the Posthumous, The Book of Rites, The
Spring and Autumn Annals, Qi Min Yao Shu, Compendium of Materia Medica, The Book Grasses &
Trees inSouth China, etc. In the early 1970's as the relationship between human beings and nature
was explored more and more deeply, Eco-city Ideas appeared. China, as an economy-rising-fast,
developing country, pays more attention to eco-environment protection and takes it as a basic
national policy. With the concept of scientific development and creation of a harmonius society put

forward, our main responsibilities and hopes have been changed into

1)sticking to production development, life richness and well-ecologys;
2)constructing a source saving, environmentally friendly and harmonious society;
3) realizing the unification of speed, structure, quality and efficiency;

4) harmonization of economic development and population resources;

5) making people work and live in a good eco-environment;

6) realizing economy and society deyeloping everlasting

Tianjin, as a famous city of China's history and culture, possesses not only deep cultural bases, but
rich natural eco-resources . Tianjin Municipal Party Committee and Municipal Government always:
1) take protecting natural eco-environment, realizing harmony between human being and nature as
the important contents of the concept of human-oriented scientific development;

2) treat fulfilling the Tianjin suitable positioning, constructing a international port city,
Northern-China economic center and eco-city as Tianjin' s own developing goals;

3) have been eternally guided by sustainable development concept, taking measures to strengthen
eco-construction and environment protection, when pushing economic society developments

After titled as the national model city for environmental protection, Tianjin Municipal Party

Committee and Municipal Govemment also point out a new goal: till 2015, to build Tianjin into an
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eco-city with beautiful environment, fresh air, comfortable dwelling. As a result, City's
developments will enter a new stage of beautiful environment and economic fast improvement.

Natural History Museums, as one symbol of civilization of the city, is an important institution
which can protect, study, exhibit and transmit human subsistence and evidence of environment.
And it plays an un-substitutive role on guiding people to attend changes of ecology, and on
advocating ecolonizational life style. We will hold "Summit Forum of Eurasian Museums of Natural
History" in order to strengthen interational communication and cooperation on construction of
ecological cities. More than 100 notable scholars from29 Provinces and cities of China, 13 countries
from Asia and Europe , the International Council of Museums (ICOM) will attend the forum and
express their opinion on "Eco-city and sustainable development". Therefore, it is an available force
on constructing of Eco-cities and museums. The forum committee will publish discussion results,

which provide opportunity studying eco-environment conservation further

The beautiful eco-environment is the base of human survival and persitent development. We believe
only if we take actions on eco-environmental conservation and pursuit harmonious nature, we can
establish a clean, safe, beautiful and comfortable home, and realize sustainable development of the

human society.

ICOM-NATHIST: International Committee for Museums And Collections of Natural History

< http://icom-nathist.de/icom/eanhm/2007tianjin.htm>
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TIANJIN DECLARATION
2007 Tianjin, China

For promoting the realization of United Nations' Millennium Development Goal 7 "Ensure
environmental sustainability", "Summit Forum of Eurasian Museums of Natural History" is held in
Tianjin on 5th to7th Nov., 2007. This Forum is organized by the International Organization
Committee of Forum of Eurasian Museums of Natural History, and is sponsored by the Tianjin
Municipal Government.

The Declaration is following:

1. We concern the global environment deeply. The accelerated process of urbanization and the rapid
expansion of urban population had broken the environmental bearing capacity, which resulted in
the descending of biological diversity and the destruction of urban natural ecosystem. Citizen will
get into numerous difficulties, once their life and socio-economic activities lost support and
accommodation of nature.

2. We convince that sustainable development is consensus of all mankind and eco-city construction
1s inevitable development. We also convince that ensuring the harmonious integration between city
construction and natural ecosystems and enabling cities to become a part of natural ecosystems,
which are the only way out of urban development.

3 . Eco-city construction should be based on the urban strategic planning and ecology theory. Only
analyzing the relationship of urban development and resource matching, environmental safety and
ecological stability, then we can build the urban ecosystem characterized by harmonious
environment, well surroundings, beautiful landscapes and benign circles.

4. The whole world is a large common ecosystem. Cities should undertake corresponding ecological
obligations and responsibilities during city development, and ensure that those activities within
their jurisdiction or under their control do not damage the ecological interests of other cities. The
cooperation between inter-cities, inter-regions and inter-countries must be strengthened. Only
following the law of ecological development, we can establish the benefit-sharing mechanism of
urban ecological, and form reciprocal ecosystem.

5. Natural History Museums play a vital role in promoting the sustainable development of the
environment. We should promote the understanding on biodiversity conservation and the
importance of Eco-city planning and construction in the whole society, make the education program
on biodiversity conservation and sustainable utilization with local govemment and intemational
organizations, give wide publcity through the mass communications, and provide ecological

research reports and relevant information and suggestions to relevant decision-making
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institutions.

6. The new generation of Natural History,Museums under the globalization era is not only a
destination of witness of evolution between man and nature in the past, but also a new starting
point of creating an ideal future of mankind. Natural History Museums call over the world should
strengthen exchanges and cooperation on the common-concerned ecological problems, especially the
special circumstances and demands of developing countries, and co-build harmonious development
between man and nature, make a great contribution to eco-city construction.

One world, one fate and one future.

We call on the international society together to keep watch and build the happy and green
eco-homes.

November 2007

signed by all participants of the 2007 Summit of Eurasian Natural History Museums in Tianjin,

China

NATHIST International Committee for museums and collections of natural history

<http://icom-nathist.de/icom/eanhm/tianjin_declaration.htm >
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