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CoNsEIL INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DES MONUMENTS ET DES SiTeES ON MONUMENTS AND SITES

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL TOURISM CHARTER
Managing Tourism at Places of Heritage Significance
(1999)

Adopted by ICOMOS at the 12th General Assembly in Mexico, October 1999,

INTRODUCTION
The Charter Ethos

At the broadest level, the natural and cultural heritage belongs to all people. We each have
a right and responsibility to understand, appreciate and conserve its universal values.

Heritage is a broad concept and includes the natural as well as the cultural environment. It
encompasses landscapes, historic places, sites and built environments, as well as bio
diversity, collections, past and continuing cultural practices, knowledge and livin
experiences. It records and expresses the long processes of historic development, formi
the essence of diverse national, regional, indigenous and local identities and is an integ
part of modern life. It is a dynamic reference point and positive instrument for growth a
change. The particular heritage and collective memory of each locality or community
irreplaceable and an important foundation for development, both now and into the future.

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL TOURISM
CHARTER

Managing Tourism at Places of Heritage
Significance (ICOM0S1999)
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Role of Museums
in Education and TR ™ -
Cultural Tourism ' = -
Development

(UNESCO/ICOM
2010.10)

"RUNNING A MUSEUM - XXI CENTURY"” (2008-2014)

Regional thematic UNESCO/ICOM training

and the first expert meeting for museum specialists of CIS countries

“ROLE OF MUSEUMS
IN EDUCATION AND
CULTURAL TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT"”

able Cultural Tourism

ncil of Museums (ICOM) and the World Federation of Friends of Museums
e Cultural Tourism. (December 2007)

it their self-imposed ethical mission to ensure that tourism interacts respectfully with
orid, and that attitudes and approaches take into consideration not only tangible and intangible

heritage, but the cultural present as well.

Knowledge of tourist destinations, of their surrounding cultures, their natural -historic heritage and their areas of
special scientific importance and beauty should increase understanding amongst the local population thus
strengthening their self-confidence and cultural identity

Sustainable Cultural Tourism affects many groups, such as tourists, local population, museums, archaeclogical sites,
landscapes, tourism agents and authorities.

Therefore, it is necessary to raise awareness on this matter among all groups and advise them on good managing
practics. Sustainable Cultural Tourism does not affect only tourists visiting foreign countries as it is hinted on the
document "The responsible tourist and traveller”. There is also a great number of domestic tourists (scholars,
associations....) that affect museums and monuments in the same way.

Sustainable Cultural Tourism (ICOM/WFFM2007.12)
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