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Guidelines on Deaccessioning of the

International Council of Museums

Deaccessioning

Deaccessioning is the act of lawfully removing an object from a

museum’ s collections.

Where the law does not prohibit a museum from de—accessioning, a

museum might consider deaccessioning an object from its collection

for one of the following reasons:

1- The physical condition of the object is so poor that restoration

is not practicable or would compromise its integrity. Objects that

are damaged beyond reasonable repair and are of no use for study or

teaching purposes may be destroyed

2— The object poses threats to health and safety to the staff and the

public.

3— The museum is unable to care adequately for the object because of

its particular requirements for storage or conservation.

4- The object is a duplicate that has no added value as part of a

series.

5— The object is of poor quality and lacks aesthetic, historical

and/or scientific value for exhibition or study purposes.

6— The authenticity or attribution of the object is determined to be

false or fraudulent, and the fraudulent object lacks sufficient

aesthetic, historical and/or scientific value to warrant retention

In disposing of a presumed forgery, the museum shall consider all

related legal, curatorial and ethical consequences, and should avoid
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returning the object to the art market.

7- Another museum could more appropriately care for, display and

provide access to the object, and it is the intention of the

originating museum to assign ownership of the object to that other

museum

8— The museum’ s possession of the object is inconsistent with

applicable law or ethical principles, e.g., the object was, or may

have been, stolen or illegally exported or imported, or the object

may be subject to other legal claims for return or restitution.

9- The object is no longer consistent with the mission or collecting

goals of the museum.

10— The object is being sold as part of the museum’ s effort to renew

and improve its collections, in keeping with the collecting goals

approved by the museum’ s governing body

(i)

R L3d 2 & Tho,

£ R IS TE D56 (i~

7oA D S A K 0 BN AR

DOFRYESE, PTAHERELHITE).

8 LRI IR 5 L CHmiA

R Zashtr, PIZE, R K
WMTHD, LD TRENESH L%

&, RECEHA SN B TH D

Bt UL R Z DAt Ok

RORG L7 % TREMED B Dt

9 MME DM LU I A

L7 o254,
10t oo R (A S5 T A

PIKB L IE R kS E, L

7y a DR - BEEHDZOD

BYMAD—EE L TRASNDY

A
Ho

(i)

MLLUF I TCOM MR O fis PR (2026 426 H) | OWNED S H, MYEHEERLa L7 v a VT 5%

HEZEZEL L THRNT 20D THD, o, MEHIBWTSRT 572012 [BEHAGER) 4 L7, &

PR R ORREI 2872 D Tid e,

ICOM THEMEEDOMmEHFTE (2026 426 A)J (JikH)

COLLECTIONS: Museums research, collect and conserve

Principle: Museums collect, safeguard and display tangible, intangible

and digital heritage. They ensure the security, documentation and

conservation of the collections they hold. Museums conduct research

and transmit knowledge in trust for society, respecting diverse

perspectives and the rights of communities whose collections they

hold.

C.1~C.5 (&)
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C.6. Museums should develop procedures for responsible deaccessioning

and disposal.

Museums should develop a responsible deaccessioning policy, defining

the standards and requirements for disposing of deaccessioned objects

The disposition of an object from a museum collection should only be

undertaken after considering its significance, its character and legal

standing, and the possibility of transferring the object to another

museum, as well as any loss of public trust that might result from

such action. Museum collections are held in trust for the public and

should not be treated as realisable financial assets. Compensation

received from the sale of deaccessioned objects should be used solely

to benefit the museum’ s collection.
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