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Kumano Hongu Taisha

Kumano Hongu Taisha has
gone through many changes
over the centuries due to natural
and human influences, including
fires, floods, and political and
social developments. The
pavilions have subsequently
gone through periodic
rebuilding, but its architectural
style has remained consistent
for over 800 years. In 1889, a
tremendous flood of
unprecedented size destroyed
the shrine completely, and the
salvaged materials were used to
reconstruct some of the
pavilions at its present location.
Four of the 12 deities were
moved to the new site, and the
remaining 8 are enshrined in
two stone monuments at the
original shrine ground, known as
Oyunohara.
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Tsurugaoka Hachimangu was established by Minamoto
Yoriyoshi (& #EZ, 988-1075) in 1063. He built a
power base for the Minamoto warrior clan in the east
of Japan after the suppression of a rebellion started
by clans in the North East of Japan in 1051. He
returned to Kamakura, and built a small shrine for
the Hachiman kami (the Japanese word for Shinto
deities) near the coast to give thanks for success in
suppressing the rebellion. The Hachiman kami was
regarded as the protector kami of the warrior class

(TEERE/\BZHP (http://www.hachimangu.or.jp/index.html
http://www.tsurugaoka-hachimangu.ip/) £Y 51 )
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