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Information on Learning Japanese




Methods of Learning Japanese
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1 " Objectives and planning )

Since I'm here in Japan now, first of all | want to be able to use Japanese!

But I'm so busy | have no time to study, and | don’t know what to study, either.

What kind of Japanese do you use, and where do you want to use it, Ken? What
do you want do in the future? The Japanese that you need to know varies with
what you want do with it.

, I’'m having hard time reading computer manuals.

@ It is difficult for me to read notices from my child’s nursery school.

(%  The Japanese used in manga (comics) is totally different from the Japanese
in my textbook.

What can you do with your Japanese right now, Ken?

What do you want to be able to do with your Japanese and by when?

Well ...

Why don’t you take a look at the ‘Japanese Language Portfolio’ for some hints?

DD D

(Kanji and Kana)  http://www.let.osaka-u.ac.jp/~naoko/jlp/pdf/ILPJIK .pdf
(Roman characters) http://www.let.osaka-u.ac.jp/~naoko/jlp/pdf/JLPIR.pdf
(English) http://www.let.osaka-u.ac.jp/~naoko/jlp/pdf/ILPE.pdf
(Chinese) http://lwww.let.osaka-u.ac.jp/~naoko/jlp/pdf/ILPC.pdf

Created by Naoko Aoki (Osaka University)
@ OK, I'll print it out, and give it a go!

| had a little trouble, but now | know what to do. I will come up with a study plan so
| know what to study and by when!

‘ 2 ' How and where to study, study materials, and friends )

Three months have passed. How are Ken and Lin doing with their study of
Japanese...?

g | see and hear new expressions every day, so | have been writing down where
and how | learned what kinds of Japanese words, and filing them in order of time.
| can memorize them very easily, and it's fun to see my Japanese vocabulary
increasing.
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Dividing phrases into ‘everyday Japanese,’ ‘Japanese for work,” and ‘Japanese to
have fun’ allows me to see what kind of new words | have learned and where |
have learned them. | love finding cool Japanese expressions and writing them
down!

| have accomplished about 60% of my initial goals and plans. But some part of
them didn’t work out so well. So | decided to make new goals and plans, and
continue my independent study method.

My study method seems to have changed a lot since | came to Japan. In Japan, |
have many places and materials | can learn Japanese from just in my regular life.
| can learn at home, on a train and a bus, in a store, at school, and at work.
Yesterday, | saw the word Y¥¥¥’ on a train. Since | couldn’t find the word in my
dictionary, | asked my friend, and now | know what it means. The word seems to
be used all the time. | wrote it down in my notebook immediately.

You can learn from anything: television, signs, advertisements, goods packaging,
and each conversation you have. When you need them in your daily life you can
easily remember any words you have looked up or asked your friends about. It is
important to make use of as many different things as you can for study.

My friend Suzuki-san teaches me all sorts of things all the time. She is very
helpful. Whenever | have something | don’t understand, | write the question in my
notebook, and ask her about many of them at once.

Before | came to Japan, | used to think studying Japanese was difficult. | couldn’t
memorize expressions in textbooks even if | tried. But now I'm studying in real life
in Japan, | realized that I'm the kind of person who learns while using the
language. Other people may prefer to study with a textbook. Everyone should
study in the way that works for him or her.

Those who like to talk should talk with their friends. Those who like dramas,
movies, and manga should study with dramas, movies, and manga. If you like to
sing, you can study by singing karaoke. If you like to read stories and novels, you
should read little by little while using a dictionary. If you like to write, you can study
by writing.

| sometimes write about what | felt in Japan, and ask Suzuki-san to read it. Suzuki-
san helps me understand confusing areas of Japanese, and she gives me advice
when something happens that | don’t like or | don’t understand.

If you have friends, you can learn from them, have fun with them, and they can
help you relax.
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Attitude )

D ® D)

| was worried at first that | wouldn’t be able to make myself understood with my
Japanese. Sometimes | ran into trouble because people did not understand what |
said. But when they do understand, | feel good, and it’s fun.

People understand me even if | make a few mistakes, and if | am stumped for
words, | can often communicate with gestures and facial expressions. | also use
my dictionary and write down what | want to say, and they usually understand.

| think it is important to use Japanese as much as possible. If other people do not
understand you, you can get them to teach you the correct expression right there
and then learn from the experience.

It's strange. | don’t like to study, but | have fun studying Japanese. You know, |
tend to do things that please me, so it is almost impossible for me to do things |
don’t feel like doing. | guess people will do things they like anyway, even without
being told.

It is fun to study the way | want to, like memorizing the words of my favorite song
and singing it in karaoke. My karaoke friend Kim-san and | compete with each
other to see who can memorize songs, so I’'m motivated. | usually study with my
textbook, but whenever | can’t get motivated, | memorize the words of a song.

If it feels good to use Japanese, your study will progress naturally. Look for your

favorite kinds of Japanese, and talk a lot with people who are easy to talk to. If you
have a particular place where you have fun using Japanese, use Japanese there.

In the beginning, | could see that my Japanese was gradually getting better. But

after a while, when | have reached a certain level, | have started to wonder
whether my Japanese is really improving or not. What should | do?

If that happens....

- Think about why you are studying Japanese, and study Japanese specifically
for that purpose. For example, if you need to know Japanese for your work,
study those Japanese words and phrases that are required for your work in
depth.

- Check your progress. If you now know something you didn’t know before, or if
you can do something in Japanese you couldn’t do before, that means your
Japanese has improved.

- It may be a good idea to change the way you study Japanese from time to time.
Ask your friends how they study.
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‘ 4" Useful expressions and the media )

@ C Helpful expressions for learning while using )

If you have a lot of opportunity to use Japanese, you can use it and learn it at the
same time. Jot down new phrases and expressions in your notebook as soon as you
come across them, and ask people about them or look them up in the dictionary. It will
help you to remember an expression if you look it up promptly and use it right away.

[When you don’t understand something] (With puzzled expression) What was that?

[Asking someone to repeat something] Could you repeat that, please?/Could you

say that more slowly, please?

[Asking how to pronounce a character] How do you say this/that character?

[Ask the meaning or the use of a word] What does “ OO ” mean?

[Ask how to write kanji] How do you write “ AA " in kanji?

[Check the naturalness of your expression] Is it okay to say it this way?

[Paraphrasing] So does “ Y5y ” mean “xx”?

[Limiting usage] When do you use this word?

Is this a written word or a spoken word?
Please make a sentence using the word.
[Asking about synonyms/antonyms] Are there any another words that mean the
same thing?
What means the opposite?

@ C Helpful media )

- Internet: There are many sites for Japanese language study (P.104-).

- Television: NHK’s educational channel has Japanese lesson programs.

- Movies, videos (including DVDs), and songs (CDs and other media): You can borrow
these from a library (P.80) or a rental video store.

- Manga and anime (cartoons): You can read these at Internet cafes and Manga cafes
(Manga-Kissa).
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‘ 5 Other tips )

@ ( Which language do you use and when? )

The more often you use Japanese, the more quickly you will learn Japanese. But
you may be able to understand certain things more quickly in your native language.
Consider when to use and when not to use other languages while you are studying
Japanese.

@ ( Learn characters )

Learning Japanese characters is a lot of work. However, some information is only
available in Japanese, and if you can write characters, you can take notes for study. If
you are going to live in Japan for an extended period of time, you should study Japanese
characters.

@ ( When you study at school )

You are the one who is responsible for your study. Do not depend too much on your
textbook or teacher, but consider instead that you are studying together with them. Ask
questions when you don’t understand. It is also a good idea to talk in Japanese with
people who speak different languages and make friends with them.

@ ( When you study with your family, friends, or community volunteers )

If you have someone in your family or a friend who is proficient in Japanese, ask
them to help your Japanese study. It will be helpful if they can correct your writing and
teach you easy-to-understand expressions you can use in conversation.

- Talking about yourself is a easy way to make friends. You can also practice the
same phrases with others so that your Japanese will improve more quickly. You may
also use the books “Nihongo Oshaberi no Tane (published by 3A Corporation)” and
“Nihongo Takarabune (published by ASK PUBLISHING CO., LTD) (P.122).

- If you still don’t understand how to use a word after asking, ask for the most common
way of using the word.

- If you want to see the difference between two phrases, ask for a sentence to which
only one of the two phrases is applicable.

@ ( When you study alone )

See also the “Guide to Internet Sites” (P.104-) and the “Guide to Japanese
Textbooks” (P.114-).

BT
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Where to Learn Japanese

In this section, we will tell you about some places where you can learn Japanese
and related subjects and explain how to find places to study.

‘ 1 Ifyou wanttofind information about daily lfe, study generally, or make friends)

When you decide to live in Japan, you need to know information for daily life, such
as the paperwork you will need to do, your child’s education, and shopping. Here we will
tell you about places where you can get information about daily life, study, and making
friends, all while learning Japanese.

C Classes run by prefectures, municipalities, international associations, and private sector groups )

The local governments (prefectural and municipal), international associations, and/
or international centers of your area may have Japanese-language classes. Many
classes are run jointly by volunteer staff from the community and the local governments.
These classes are often held near public offices or in community centers.

Some Japanese-language classes are run by completely private volunteer groups,
independently from the local governments. These classes are often held in community
centers, churches, and empty classrooms in schools.

Since they are not for-profit organizations, the fees are usually moderate, but
classes are usually held only once to a few times a week. Also, since most of the
volunteers are local residents, you can ask about local information and get to know other
residents. Inquire at your local public office or ask your neighbors.

(Reference) International associations and international centers etc. (P.181)

(Reference) U-biq http://u-big.org/volunteermap.htm

¥ These sites only offer information. For inquiries, please contact the
relevant local bodies or governments.

C Japanese-language schools )

Many of these courses are designed for proceeding on to higher education or for
business, but some schools have classes in conversational Japanese, classes that meet
2-3 times a week, as well as private lessons. Also refer to the section “Japanese-
language schools” under G If you are planning on attending a Japanese university or
a vocational school.”
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C Classes at community centers and exchange groups )

Community centers run various courses, and exchange groups are actively involved.
Although not many activities are for learning Japanese, they offer classes such as sports,
music, drawing, arts and crafts, and traditional performing arts; activities for the elderly,
young adults, and children; classes to study about society, and many more. By
participating, you will have more friends and more opportunities to speak Japanese. For
more information, inquire at your local public office or ask your neighbors.

C If you want to finish junior high/middle school (age 15 and older): Night junior high/middle school, Junior high/middle school evening classes )

If you are 15 years old or older on April 1 of the current year, and if you did not finish
the level of education for 14-year-olds in either your home country or Japan, you can
attend a night junior high/middle school. Any nationality is acceptable. You may attend a
night junior high/middle school at any age if you are older than 15. You can study
Japanese and various other subjects there. However, some areas do not have a night
junior high/middle school. For more information, inquire at your local municipal office or
or ask your neighbors.

‘ 2 ' For children to study Japanese or other school subjects)

Many non-Japanese children are here in Japan because of their parents or
guardians. Make sure they get the education required for their future, for their own future
sake. If they are going to stay in Japan for an extended period of time, make sure to give
them an opportunity to study Japanese.

C Classes in Japanese as a foreign language offered by public elementary/primary schools and junior high/middle schools )

A municipal school may offer classes in Japanese as a foreign language. Even if it
is not your child’s school, he or she may be eligible to enroll in the classes in Japanese
as a foreign language offered at the local school. These classes are often given as a so-
called “pull-out class (often one-on-one intensive sessions, separated from other
classmates)” during regular Japanese classes or social science classes. For more
information, inquire at the school your child attends or the Board of Education of your
area.

C Support provided by an additional teacher in public elementary/primary schools and junior high/middle schools )

Even if the school your child attends does not offer classes in Japanese, you may
have an additional teacher provide your child with special lessons. For more information,
inquire at the school your child attends.
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C International schools and ethnic schools )

An international school is a school which children from various countries attend.
There are many schools where your child may receive an international baccalaureate
degree (an admission requirement for university in many countries). The lessons are
usually given in English, but some international schools offer Japanese classes.

An ethnic school is a school for children of a specific ethnic group or nationality.
There are ethnic schools for children of the nationality of countries such as North and
South Korea, China, Brazil, Peru, India, Germany, France, Canada, and the United
States. The lessons are given in the languages of the individual ethnic groups, but some
ethnic schools offer Japanese classes.

However, people who graduate from some of these schools may not be qualified to
take the entrance examinations of national and public high schools in Japan. For more
information, do research on the Internet and inquire at individual schools.

(Reference) Faminet http://www.faminet.co.jp/d_guide/d_kkk/kkk5_13.html

C Learning-support classes for children run by prefectures, municipalities, international associations, and private volunteer groups )

The international associations or private volunteer groups of some prefectures and
municipalities offer learning-support classes for children. These classes are sometimes
held along with classes in Japanese as a foreign language. These classes are often
given outside of school hours.

Language Acquisition and Maintenance Project (LAMP) for Children

http://www.kodomo-lamp.org/

C Learning support provided by on-site volunteers )

Some volunteer groups dispatch staff members for teaching. For example, there are
the following groups in Tokyo:
Center for Multilingual Multicultural Education and Research, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies (Multicultural Community Learning Support Center)
http://www.tufs.ac.jp/blog/ts/g/cemmer_mclsc/ja/index.html
Club of Children and Students Working Together for Multicultural Society (CCS)
http://www.ccs-ngo.org/

C Other information )

Some “Gakudoo, Hoiku” (after school care programs) provide assistance to help
children understand elementary/primary school lessons after school. Some private
preparatory schools also teach Japanese.
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‘ 3 " Ifyouare planning on attending a Japanese university or a vocational school)

C Japanese-language school )

These are schools to study the Japanese language. There are many schools which
offer courses to prepare for the Examination for Japanese University Admission for
International Students (EJU) or the Japanese Language Proficiency Test in order to
enroll in Japanese universities or vocational schools. These schools usually provide
classes for 4 hours a day, for about 20 hours a week. Many of these schools accept
applications for admission twice a year. It usually takes 1-2 years for a student to take a
university entrance examination from the time of enrolment in a Japanese-language
school. For more information, visit the following sites:

(References) Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language Education

http://www.nisshinkyo.org/
AIK  http://www.aikgroup.co.jp/j-school/index.htm

C Vocational school )

These are schools to acquire specialized skills or qualifications. Usually a student
has a certain level of Japanese before attending this type of school. Some schools
specialize in Japanese language or interpretation and translation. Some of these schools
offer “technical associate degrees.” There are many Internet sites which have information
on vocational schools.

C University Japanese-language program for international students )

This is a preparatory educational program which two-year or four-year universities
offer for international students. Some universities will allow students who complete the
program and reach a certain level to enroll in the university. Many universities offer
classes in which students can study the EJU examination subjects (Japanese as a
foreign language, Japan and the world, mathematics, and science), while mainly focusing
on Japanese.

(Reference) JASSO  http://www.jasso.go.jp/study_i/documents/bekka2006.pdf

C University non-degree students and auditing students )

These students pay a certain amount of tuition and take university classes. Non-
degree students receive credits and grades. Auditing students do not receive credits or
grades. These students may be able to study only Japanese language subjects if they
like. For more information, inquire at individual universities.
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‘ 4" If you work in Japan or want to work in Japan in the future )

It depends on the type of job, but if you want to work in Japan, it might be better to
look for employment after you graduate from university or vocational school. To go to a
university or a vocational school, refer to the previous pages. Otherwise, read the
following.

C Japanese-language classes offered by companies )

If you are working in Japan, you may be able to study in the Japanese-language
classes sponsored by your employer. You may study either at your workplace or outside.
Some classes are run jointly by the company and the local government.

C Japanese-language classes run by prefectures, municipalities, international associations, and private volunteer groups )

Refer to “‘1 ' If you want to find information about daily life, study generally, or
make friends.” (P.94)

‘5 " Other information )

C Other helpful information sources )

Depending on the area you live in, information booklets like the “Japanese Class
Guide,” which tells you where you can learn Japanese, may be available. Inquire at the
help desk in your local public office.

It may be a good idea to search for information on your computer using keywords
like “Japanese language,” “school,” and “<name of the area you live in>.”

(References)

Multilingual Living Information http://www.clair.or.jp/tagengo/
ALC http://www.alc.co.jp/jpn/
Sogakusha http://www.sogakusha.co.jp/
Bonjinsha http://www.bonjinsha.com/

C What to check when you are searching for a Japanese-language class )

When you are searching for a Japanese-language class at the help desks in your
local government offices (either prefectural or municipal) or international associations,
check the following points: the name of the class, sponsor, location, contact information,
contact methods (and languages available), duration, the number of classes, days of the
week and class hours, enroliment requirements, expenses, class format (group, one-on-
one, etc.), the number of students, the class level, instructors, class contents, features,
and so on.

— 102 —



‘4‘ BATBLTOS 48K, BATBEL D)

AATHEZ L-WGE, BFICE - TR, AECPHFIERNEZL T 5HEEERT
ArVVWHRDLhERA, TDHBERAIONR—JERTLZE N, 2ZTIR, Tho
BEICDOVWTRENTLET,

( eEBEDERT 30488 D

BTV BBAL, BEIBL TV BAEAECHRTESZE L ET, BB
RCHET BBA LA THRT SBANSY £ T, BREE LEARE EPVARATEEL
TVBBELHNET,

( pong. TRTNPERSRRE PRIV T PAEOBABRE )

(0 rEEEmcoL TR A BECBERL AL REEEY 0] (PI5) £R
TLEE L,

@ DI D)

(X 0EP ORI OEHE D)

[BHARBHEAA K] O£, I EICARBZEGFMOBITMTFIH25605H
WET, FEAOBROL ETHVWTATL S L,

NV AT [BARE] HMZE] [ EEFRXHEMOZR) | £EDF—T7— FTHREL
THLWVEBRWET,

(B#) ZSEEEIEWR  http/ww.clair.or.jp/tagengo/

7T http:/iwww.alc.co.jp/jpn/
Z o<t http://Awww.sogakusha.co.jp/
N A http://www.bonjinsha.com/
( BABY=ARIESIERIBLE D

ARG EEFE, mXEMAE) OEFMPHEE ENRBROTHREREL2ET &
FIZWE, UTOZEICDWTHERELEL £ D,

WER, TEE, G, Ei&%k EEAE GHOSHEEMY), HE, @, BH O
R, SMER, B, 75X (F—T /141 58), A% LN, #HAT
W3 A, RA, Z0IE» WEEnE)

— 103 —

OMIEENH D o

R

o
=
]
=
@
]
w
=X
=
=)
S
3
o
=
S
E]
o
=1
—
@
o
E]
=
=
@
—
=
=]
5
>
o
w
@



Guide to Internet Sites

There are many Internet sites which are useful for studying Japanese. You may
usually run a search for them in your native language, but in this section, we will tell you
about a few websites which we found through searching in Japanese.

But before we do, let us briefly explain how to gain access to the Internet. For specific
questions about service content, service charges, procedures, and the application process,
please contact someone from a telecommunications company or an electric appliance store.
Since there are a number of documents required to subscribe to a new Internet service,
please check them carefully. When you go to ask questions or to start a new service, you
should go with someone who can be your interpreter. Your friends may also know of
newspapers published in Japan that are printed in your native language. You may be able to
find information about the Internet or telephone services by using these sorts of media.

‘ 1" Howto gain access to the Internet )

C Subscribe to the Internet at the same time as a landline

You may subscribe to a new Internet service
when you buy a landline home telephone and get
a phone connection. Go to a large appliance
store and ask about this service.

C Subscribe to the Internet at the same time as your cell phone )

Some people do not own landlines and only
use cellular phones. If this is the case, you may
access the Internet using your computer via your
cell phone line. You may subscribe to this service at
a cell phone shop or a large appliance store.

C Subscribe to the Internet at the same time as your cable TV )

Cable TV companies also provide Internet
connection services.
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‘ 2 Participating in online communities )

C User-participation Q&A sites )

On some websites, you can ask something you want to know, and someone will
answer your question. People studying Japanese sometimes ask questions and get
answers. Although these sites are not the kind of community to make friends, these sites
do allow you to communicate on-line in Japanese and are convenient. The sites listed
below are some examples. These services are free, but registration is required.

' -~ e .
) Yahoo! %148 http://chiebukuro.yahoo.co.jp/ YAHOO' RS

More than 1.9 million people registered as of April 2008. JARKDY

[0 OKWave http://okwave.jp/ OK’ /ave.
More than 1 million people registered as of March 2008. e p
“% A T ! goo”is one of its client companies which use “OKWave™’s database on an
OEM basis.

[0 %A T! goo http://oshiete.goo.ne.jp/
The number of registered users is not disclosed, but its user gOO
satisfaction rate is 88%. wew.goone.jp

C SNS (Social Networking Service) )

These sites are communities based on the Internet. You may have an opportunity to
be invited to a Japanese-language SNS. A notable feature of SNS in Japan is the huge
number of people accessing from cellular phones. . .

O mixi (2272 1) hitp://mixi.jp/ mixi
More than 13.31 million people are registered as of January 30, 2008.
[ #7 x X% Cafesta http://www.cafesta.com/
More than 1.7 million people are registered as of March 2008.

( Blog D

Many people write their blogs in both Japanese and their native languages so that
their friends at home can read them. There are many free blog services which allow you
to use characters or letters other than Japanese. The following sites are some examples.
[ a3o7@nifty  http://www.cocolog-nifty.com/

[ OoCN7o% A http://blog.ocn.ne.jp/
] So-net blog http://blog.so-net.ne.jp/
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C 0% (Blog) )
BEORAICHFEATHL S 28I, AREELBEOEATIOTEELAPZVLD

T¥. BABLAMOEREBONFHFEAIEBRTOITH-—EIEVAIVEHNET, HIZIL

RODELI2HEHDTT,

[ oao%7@nifty  http://www.cocolog-nifty.com/

[ ocN7os A http://blog.ocn.ne.jp/

] So-netblog http://blog.so-net.ne.jp/
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‘ 3 ' Using dictionary and translation sites )

C Dictionaries )

The following website provides multilingual dictionaries. You may also be able to
find an on-line dictionary of Japanese to/from your native language if you search for it in
your native language.

] GigaDict.net http://www.geocities.jp/abelinternational/OnLineJapan.htm

Japanese to/from English (JE/EJ), Korean (JK/KJ), Chinese (JC/CJ), Spanish (JS/
SJ), Portuguese (JP/PJ), French, German, lItalian, Russian, Turkish, Dutch, Hebrew,
Persian, Arabic, Viethamese, Polish, Ukrainian, Hungarian, Czech, and Swedish
dictionaries are available.

C Translation )

The following websites provide translation services for both foreign languages to

Japanese and Japanese to foreign languages.

[ Infoseek 7 JUF &R (Multi-Translation) http://translation.infoseek.co.jp/

This site provides translation services between Japanese and English, Korean,

Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, French, German, and ltalian.

] Free Online Language Translator
http://www.worldlingo.com/en/products_services/worldlingo_translator.html
This site provides translation services between Japanese and English, Korean,

Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, French, German, Italian, Dutch, Russian, Greek,

Swedish, and Arabic. The instructions are given in English.

C Reading aid tools )

The following websites provide useful tools for reading websites written in Japanese.
) Reading Tutor http://language.tiu.ac.jp/

Copy and paste a Japanese sentence into the Reading Tutorial Toolbox and press
the translation language button. In one click, you can find the meaning of a word and
how to read it.

) POPjisyo http://popjisyo.com/

When you place the cursor over a word, the way it is read (in hiragana) and its

meaning (in English or German) appears in a pop-up window.
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‘ 4" Learning Japanese characters ) )(K/

C Hiragana and Katakana ) _~

The first website listed provides you with writing and pronunciation lessons, and the
second website allows you to download practice sheets. You can practice reading,
listening, and writing Japanese characters.

] RAICHO Self-Study
http://tisc.isc.u-toyama.ac.jp/raicho-cgi-bin/quiz/quiz.cgi?mode=list_tests
You can listen to the pronunciation of Hiragana and Katakana. You can also see
how to write characters through animations. You can also see how hiragana and
Katakana developed from the original Kaniji.

[J NIHONGO.COM http://elearn.toplanguage.co.jp/

This site includes separate practice sheets for “ %\ 5 Z & (a-i-u-e-0),” “H & L IF
Z (ka-ki-ku-ke-ko),” and so on so that you can practice a few characters at a time. You
can also see the order of strokes. This site has the same sort of practice sheets for
katakana, as well. These practice sheets can be downloaded. This site provides brief
explanations in Japanese and English.

C Romaji and typing )
The following websites provide free software you can download.

] Mika’s Touch Type Trainer http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/ BG8J-IMMR/
You can practice fast typing romaji while checking the corresponding hiragana.

( Kanii D

] A Door to the World of Kanji http://www.neverland.to/kanji/index.html

You can learn the readings and meanings of kanji characters which you see in your
daily life, like the kanji characters you find on the buttons of electrical appliances or in the
train station. Explanations are given in English.

] gahoh http://www.csus.edu/fl/japanese/gahoh/Japanese.html

You can find how to read a kanji character and its meaning based on the form of the
character, such as whether the character can be split into right and left parts or top and bottom
parts. You can also see how to write kaniji through animations. The site also has an English page.
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0 #=#FEN%4M4 7 ML—F— hitp://www.asahi-net.or.jp/ BG8J-IMMR/
VSPLEERBLAN SO—YF TCRLANTIHEN TEET,

(== D

] A Door to the World of ;£ http://www.neverland.to/kanji/index.html
BREEORE OXREE, £FEDOHRTLIKRIEFORAS EBERNI B TEET,

FHPRIREEETT,

[ gahoh http:/www.csus.edu/fl/japanese/gahoh/Japanese.html

ERBICAPNETF, ETICAPNIEFLEE, EFOFMEeE S MIULTEAA EBKEHR
RNBZENTEET, BEFOEEHWRF T A—-Ya3>TRONET, REONR—THHY)
7,
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‘ 5 Learning Conversational Expressions )

] “Real World” Japanese http://www.ajalt.org/rwj/
You can learn various conversational expressions used in ——
everyday scenes by watching animations. You can choose your

level, from beginner to advanced, for each scene. There are three < ’\’;%—.J
categories of scenes: general, business, and children. You need s, ﬁ\l &@

to register (free) to use the site.

] Let’s Speak Japanese on the Web! http://nihongo.aots.or.jp/Isj/index.htm
Click the “Let's Speak Japanese on the Web!” button to open a new window. The
“Next” button sends you to the menu even if you don’t have a user ID. You study by
listening to conversations while watching the animations. The site includes exercises to
practice basic conversations and to memorize words. - '

[J JPLANG http://jplang.tufs.ac.jp/

You can practice basic Japanese sentence patterns and expressions while looking
at pictures. The site also includes grammar explanations, drill exercises, and listening
and reading comprehension exercises. Explanations are given in English. Although
university students are the main target users, non-students can also register and use the
site.

] Nihongo o Manaboo http://www.hellonavi.com/foldera/index.html

This Japanese language learning site is for children. Children can learn basic
everyday conversation used in schools while watching animations. The site has
expressions for both boys and for girls. Corresponding translations can be chosen from
English, Korean, Chinese, Spanish, and Portuguese. A textbook is also available (999

yen).

] Tanoshii Gakkoo
http://www.kyoiku.metro.tokyo.jp/buka/shidou/tanoshi_gakko.htm
This educational material is designed to help foreign children and students acquire
basic Japanese language skills in order to familiarize themselves with school life in
Japan. Using illustrations, various scenes are described conversationally. Currently the
site can be viewed in English, Korean, Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, Filipino, Thai,
Vietnamese, Arabic, and Myanmarese.
Reference: J. F. Oberlin University: The Japanese Language Program web site
(http://www.obirin.ac.jp/unv/nihongo/ List by Yukiyo Hamakawa)

— 112 —



‘ | RERBAEN D)

0 B5%/0OHZKE hitp://www.ajalt.org/rwj/

HEOWAWALBE CORERRE, 72 X—Ya 2R [
POERRZENTEET, —DDHZEAT, DkHr 5 LE{ZETOL

NVPENET, BEE, —B EVRZ, FRO=DOHTI @ D
U—mBYET. BR R LTEUET, 1

] Lets Speak Japanese on the Web! http://nihongo.aots.or.jp/Isj/index.htm
[Let's Speak Japanese onthe Web!l| K> %71y 7§5&, FiLLWwiq > KIHH
TET, -V -IDHEHELLTH, [Next] RELTAZ1—FTEDET, 72 Xx—3
CERLENS, KEEEVCTHETIZEN TEET, BANLRERE CHEBEEAD
1-HDBBLHY ET,

1 JPLANG http://jplang.tufs.ac.jp/ ;

ERNLAAREONE - RAZRERGHOSMB T B ENTEET, EDFA, K
UIv, BERR, FRORELHV E7, BPARRKE T, KFENELRRTTY, FET
BT, BREL AT LN TEET,

O ICIZAZ%Z X &IES hitp://www.hellonavi.com/foldera/index.html

FHOLDDBXREBEEBY A b TT, PoA—2 a3 ERENS/NERTOERN LR
BREEFAIENTEET, BOFORBELODFOREN HV £7, HREHE, =&
EFE, hERE ANAUEE RIVNAIEIPSRIZENTEET, 7¥X b (999 A)
HHVET,

I <] AT, LTl
http://www.kyoiku.metro.tokyo.jp/buka/shidou/tanoshi_ gakko.htm
HEANRE - £REG ENVABAOEREFEIZEND 20D, BANGCHAAEEHICDOHS
ZEERLSVWELTERLAEMTT, 15X MNEFE->THAEERL, SFEWATEED
THWET, B, KE BE - BEE PEE AN FIVNHLE 710K
VEE, ZAEF NMFLEE TIETE Iy Y-ErHVET,

2E  HEMAZFRARZEBI QTSI LT THA B
(http://www.obirin.ac.jp/unv/nihongo/

)2 MERE BRI
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Guide to Japanese Textbooks

This section briefly describes Japanese-language textbooks according to the types A—C.

A. You can obtain the book only in the community you live in

B. You can buy or order the book at bookstores throughout Japan For adults

C. You can buy or order the book at bookstores throughout Japan For children

Please see P.116 for A.
The examples shown below are textbooks of types B. and C. These examples have
been selected based on the following three key points:
Sold in many bookstores: If you can find the book in a bookstore near you, you can
buy it now and start studying.

Affordable : Although cheaper is better, you may study more seriously
if you spend a little more money.

Has CD : It is important to listen to Japanese to learn it even if you
study alone.

* The information described here is as of March 2008. New textbooks are published

every year. Please go to a bookstore near you and see what it has.

When buying a textbook, the first thing to consider is whether you will study alone or
with someone. There are many people who can help you with your Japanese, like your
tutor, your friends, or a family member.

Next, decide what you want to study. Do you want to study Japanese characters
(hiragana, katakana, and kaniji), conversational expressions, or how to read, write, speak,
and listen to Japanese as well?

Based on this, B. has been divided into (1)—(4), and suitable textbooks in each are
described.

What to study

How to study Characters | Vocabulary | Conversation | Comprehensive

Alone (1) (2)

(4)
With someone (3)

* “With someone” indicates a private lesson, not class learning. When you study in
class, textbooks are generally predetermined by the school or course, so you don’t
have the opportunity to choose your textbook. If you study with someone privately,
consult with them about what you want to study before choosing a textbook.

' 1 If you have a child ... )

Please see part C., too, and help your child learn Japanese. (P.126)
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ZZTR, A~COLA TRICEAEOHEMEICOVWTHBICENTLE T,

A. BAPMEATWBHIBRIZT TFICAZ DD
B. BAFDEETEAS, XiF, EXTZZHD PIN:|
C. HARDEETEA S, NIk, EXTZZHD FHA

AZDWTIE, P17 2RTL 280,

B.&C. THRNITI2HHEENTYT, fle LTRALRA L ME, RO=DTY,
ZLDEEIZHD EKDEEICHNIE, TSICE->THMEROShET,
FUELBHW CREWAPVWTTY, DPULEEEED EERCHETEET,

CD»#%H 2 C—ATHETSEEH, HARBEZEWTERZ EPEETT,
* Zhi3 2008 £ 3 AREDIERTT. BEFHLWHREN TEET, EEICT-oTAHT
<IN,

BREEEOLDS, £F, —ATHRTZP, 30, Zhre—EICHETdH»E
ATLIEZ W, Fa—2—PRE FiEh &, ARZBEHRATLNBANEZNTT,
RIS, WERORETT, ARBEOXF (Vowh - haht - EF), SERR 5H5
WIRIEERIICIGERRT - B - FEY - BCMRLAVER TV ET L ?
CDEDEBENS, B RO~GICH T THEREEBNTLES,

wmoir—RORE | x| e | 2@ | #aw
—AT (1) (2)
(@)
fhne @

* [fZhh &l i, TIAN=bLyREVWIBKRTYT, 77XTOMATIEHY) T
Ao VI ATHET BI5E1F, —MHIIC, FRIZI-IADHEMEIRE-TVWT, B
PTEIMESEHN T A, [1Ehd E] DFEE, APBRLIZVDY, ZOAELL
AL THREBERAT S,

(1‘ FHENOBBEAN D) :
C.HRTLEEV, ZLT, FHOBREFBEBEL T AEV, (P127)
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‘ 2 ' To study Japanese in the community you live in [A] )

Original teaching materials for Japanese language are created in different regions.

When living in Japan, it is very important for you to know the names (pronunciation
and kanji) of the places and streets in the community you live in. However, regular
textbooks sold at bookstores contain hardly any such crucial Japanese.

Moreover, there are many local dialects used in Japan. This is vital to know in order
to live in the local community, but cannot be found in regular textbooks, either.

You may also find regular textbooks a little too expensive.

Given these circumstances, locally created textbooks are very useful when you start
your life in Japan and start learning Japanese. You can focus on the kind of Japanese
that you need in your daily life.

Note that, however, since these textbooks are generally designed to be used in
classrooms, it may be difficult for you to study alone. Please join a Japanese language
class in your community, make friends, and study Japanese.

Generally, you cannot purchase locally created teaching materials at bookstores.
Please ask your local municipal office or international association.

— P.94— Chapter 3 Where to Learn Japanese
— P.75—- Chapter 2 International Associations
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‘2‘ BEATOSIBTEABESS (A D)
WAWA LGN T, BAZBOEMIPESNTUVET,

HATHET S X, BANED LTV IHIRICH BHAPEL EDEZRT (RE LEF)
EMBHERETHBARYTY, LAL, EBETE > TWALADHRBICIE ZOKRE)EH
AREVEEAEDHY T A,

7, BARICE, ZTOWETES LI, AR SAHBNET, 2hd, ZTOHIE
TOEFICBETHARYTTY, LBOHEREBEOHICIEHY F€ A,

Zhdd, bLPLAES, LZBEOHAEOHMERIILEVWERIPH LI ELA,

CDEIBERNHRT, WRTHE - ZBBBRAARTOEFEE BAEORRERD S &
ZICETHVVWENDTY, BRERICULELARFBEROICHETEZET,

72U, BARRICIHS IHEBOBETHESI DDTIHLS, —ATRRBREEDHS I LI
HELuPdLhELA, HBORABHRZICSML T, RAEEV LY S, BAZEEZHRE
LTLEEL,

—RRAYIS, MR THESNABMEIBETEI LA TEELA, BOPREATVLEHEX
HH DREIPERER RS S & TRV TAHTLZE L,

— P94~ 3F RAAREFZZOHAR
—- P75~ 2% EEX#RHE
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‘ 3 To read, write, and memorize Japanese characters [B (1)] )

Your life in Japan will be surrounded by Japanese characters. Understanding
characters will make your life in Japan easier.
(@ Attached media @ Price (Tax Included) @ Publisher @ Translations @ Features)

—AT P

Y

VictuslHiaganglGizss

[Hitori de Manaberu Hiragana Katakana]

@CD @®1470yen @ 3A Corporation

@ Versions in English, Chinese, Thai, Indonesian, and Vietnamese

@ You can practice hiragana and katakana while listening to the
pronunciation with CD. You can listen to the accent of each word,
too.

[Virtual Hiragana Class in One Week

—Learning Japanese Characters on DVD]

@DVD @® 1890yen @ Bonjinsha @ English

@ You can learn Japanese while checking the pronunciation and
hiragana with the DVD. The instructions for exercises are given in
English.

[Japanese for Busy People : Kana Workbook]

©@CD @® 1680 yen @ Kodansha International @ English

@ In addition to hiragana and katakana, this workbook also focuses on
the pronunciation of fundamental everyday words. The instructions
for exercises are given in English.

[Sutoorii de Oboeru Kanji 300]

@ None @ 1890 yen @ Kuroshio Publishers

O English, Korean, Portuguese, and Spanish

@ Since a story is given to each kanji character, it is easy to memorize
the meaning of each character. This textbook comes with exercise
problems, which will help you understand both how to read and write
characters and how they are used in sentences.

— P.162— Chapter 4 Japanese Characters
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AATCHOEFBIHAZONFICHTNTWET, XFOEBIEFZOMFICEN T,

@FEAT (7

irtuallticaganalClss!
in0nelWee)
S

—P.162~

OfEE: (Fid) OHhkit OFR O

[—ATEXND USHE bk

@CD @®1470 @OXJ—I—%vy r7—7

O%:EMR, TEZERR, 215 1> K2 73R, NbFLEE

OCD CRE+EZLND, UoHh - HAHFTDBEBHVTEET, B
EOTIECMILEIELTHETEEY,

[Virtual Hiragana Class in One Week

—Learning Japanese Characters on DVD]

ODVD @®1890M OFAtt OKE

ODVD THREFLVSIFLEHBLEN, SZBTEXET, RBOIETRE
EIFHEETY,

[Japanese for Busy People : Kana Workbook]

OCD ®1680H @#H#it1>2—F> 3+l OXE

OULSHE - HEhF I TEL, BEEEDEANLBEOREHE
BORALMILTWET, MEBEDIEREG EIZEETT,

[Z b—1U—THEZ3EF 300/

045l @O1890MH O< AL HHK

O:zE, 2EE, KIL NHIVEE, XA LEE

OTNTNDEFDA =) —PFHZDT, FOEKRIFIEZRLTVT
To FOFAS - BEEH, XPBEOFTOEDNALLNZLIE
BEMBES/FOTVET,

48 BAFEONYF
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‘ 4 " To familiarize yourself with and memorize words [B (2)] )

Simply memorizing the names of things around you in Japanese will make your life
in Japan more convenient and pleasant. This type of teaching materials rarely comes
with CDs.

(@ Price (Tax Included) @ Publisher @ Translations @ Features)

[Kurashi no Nihongo Yubisashi Kaiwachoo]

@ 1575 yen @ Joho Center Publishing

@ Versions in Filipino (Tagalog), Portuguese, and Chinese
* Their contents differ slightly.

O This book contains many illustrations and is easy to understand.
Japanese words used in everyday life are grouped by scene and
theme. And since each word has a picture and a Japanese
translation, you can communicate by showing the book even if the
Japanese pronunciation is difficult.

% [Tabi no Yubisashi Kaiwachoo] (JAPAN) is its sister product. This
book has versions in English, Chinese (Mandarin), Korean, and
Spanish. Different versions have different contents.

[Isso Irasuto Nippon Tangochoo]

@ 1365 yen @ Shogakukan @ English

O In this book, scenes from daily life in Japan are depicted using
illustrations, and you can learn various words related to each scene.
You can study by finding something you are interested in from a
picture and memorizing the right word.

Ut

;_,l'/.ll

th' e, s
D
Bl ik
bET T
P EaF

— P.172— Chapter 4 Vocabulary by Topic

— 120 —



‘4‘%%%%6-%26[&m )
BELNEBAETRILE > PRAS LT TH, ARDEEI BRI, 2L TEL S
NET, 2D TOEMIZIECD AHFVTVWBIHEDHIRNHY FR A,
(@B (Bd) @HiRk OR OB

[E5 UCOBARE B LR

Q15751 @ISRt 2 —HRE

@7V (2407) FBRR, KL ~HIVEERR, HEEE
FARP ENZhDLEVET,

O SAMNELT, BHLIRTVTT, BE, 7T—~ I EICAEER
TEOHAEBDHEN FEHOINTVWET, £/, ZThZhOEEE(IC
IGEBARZBOBRY» H2NDT, BABOREZIHLWEEDH, ZOK
ERARANCRENIE, DERCEEEADIEH TEET,

* kR [HROIEE LSEER] (JAPANR) #FHNET, 255 I3%HE
iR, E (At=x) 5BRR, BEEZERR, X1 BRI HYD T, ARIEE
BEBICE->TEWVET,

%
3
=
ey [W>ZA TN =K BEEE a
- ©@13650 @/)\FiE O%E:E zt;
RS ) @QRATOEENBEE T T MILTNT, ZOBEICHEFEN 55\ =
Blag ik ANALEREMBT B ENTEET, —DDROHH 5 BN B z

bEo 15

gl BHLOEROWT, ZOIEEHBEA TV LV HETHRY T

EEY,

1%
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=a
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—P172~ 4F REvYUFIDEE
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‘ 5 " To practice conversational expressions [B(3)] )

Since you cannot have a conversation alone, it is better to practice with someone

else.

(@ Attached media @ Price (Tax Included) @ Publisher @ Translations @ Features)

[Shinsooban Nyuumon Nihongo]

@CD ®2940yen @ ALC

O Versions in English, simplified Chinese, traditional Chinese, and Korean

@ This book uses everyday scenes in Japan, and let you practice the
minimal conversational expressions in Japanese that are used in
those scenes. The book also contains basic grammatical explanations
in each language.

[Shinsooban Hajime no Ippo]

@CD ®2940yen @ 3A Corporation

O Versions in English, Portuguese, Spanish
* English version comes with CD-ROM for 2625 yen

@ This book contains everyday scenes in which you would need to
speak Japanese. Some scenes include private conversations about
games and religion. The book also contains basic grammatical
explanations.

[Nihongo Takarabune : Issho ni Tsukuru Katsudooshuu]

@ None @ 1050 yen @ ASK PUBLISHING CO.,LTD @ None

@ This workbook is designed to let you have fun communicating about
each other in Japanese. Its aim is to let you get used to Japanese
expressions. This book does not contain grammatical explanations.

[Nihongo Oshaberi no Tane]

@ None @ 1680 yen @ 3A Corporation

O None

@ This teaching material helps you memorize expressions while
casually “chatting” in Japanese about yourself and about Japan.
The book also contains brief grammatical explanations and
exercises.

— P.130- Chapter 4 Japanese Expressions
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OCD ©2310 @O7/)7 @O%FER TEZEEETHR PEES
kiR, BEE

OBE L HZBEEM) LFT, ZOEXIEIHRIENDARENS
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i [FhIEERR (FLDHDULHIF]
BLMALOE  @CD ©2040F3 @XU-I—%vh7—2
S ¥ OFEERR, KL NHIVEERR, A/~A EERR
- 'ep.'i,-" % ZZEBE 4 CD-ROM 4, 2625 [
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. OEBEECEAEILELBESBY EFSNATOET, TN
TN C T MEMBICEURREE ECOVTHETBES S Y £ T, BANEY
EOBBLH ) E T

[CEBACEM [WLWo U £IC/EZEEE]]

OxlL @1050M @7 ViR @%L

OBEVICENDIEEFELT, BLALNSAAETCII2LZT—
YarETRLEONT—U Ty ITY, RHRELTORFEICIENS
ZEERS2TVET, WEDBFAR S ¥ Ao
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‘6 " To comprehensively learn Japanese [B(4)] )

There are a number of comprehensive Japanese textbooks. The following books are
several examples among many.
( @ Attached media @ Price (Tax Included) @ Publisher @ Translations @ Features)

(CC =
BLHESEXBNRQ
AFEAR

po .

Mirvm no Néongs
BAlsD
B3R

WAl W eawna

WAL B EN
]

o

[Genki I —1

@ Separately sold Student CD I —II (2520 yen each)

@® 3150 yen each @ The Japan Times @ English

@ These textbooks contain grammatical explanations so that you can
study by yourself. Workbooks are also available. In addition, there is

a website which provides Internet-based study support.
* There is a Korean version available in Korea and a Chinese version
available in China.

[Hajimeyoo Nihongo Shokyuu 1 — 2]

@ Separately sold CD and scripts (3780 yen each)

@ 2415 yen each @ 3A Corporation

O Separately sold vocabulary lists (1260 yen), English, Korean, and
Chinese versions are available

@ The separately sold CD and [Doriru to Bumpoo1 — 2] (1260 yen
each) will help those who study alone.

[Minna no Nihongo I — 1]

@ CD sold separately (5250 yen each)

@ 3A Corporation

@ Versions in English, Chinese, Korean, French, Spanish, Portuguese,
Thai, Indonesian, Russian, and German

@ These textbooks cover most of the basic learning topics for
Japanese. Many teachers are familiar with this series. The extensive
supplementary materials include topics such as sentence patterns,
kanji, listening comprehension, composition, and reading
comprehension.

@® 2625 yen each

[Shin-Bunka Shokyuu Nihongo I — 1|

@CD @ 2625yeneach @ Bonjinsha @ None

@ These textbooks focus on sentence patterns and communication.
Separately sold supplementary materials include a sentence
patterns workbook and materials for listening comprehension,
reading comprehension, and conversation.
* There is a Korean version available in Korea and a Chinese version

available in Taiwan.

— 124 —



‘ REMPICBAEEES (B D)

EMEBEARBERER K SAHNET, TITRIEAD—HFIZBMTLET,
OFFE»7+7 @OfER Bhd) OHikit OFR O4FE)

WAL B EN
]

o

[FAZI—1]

@77 StudentCD T —1T (% 2520M) @% 3150H
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[AABDOHEAEI -1

@555 CD (%5250M) @& 2625H
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O%:iEhR, EEERR, $BESRERR, 1AZERR, P85ERR, RV NHIVEERR, %
15BRR, 1> KX 73EHR, F2EHR, JREERR

OERN L BAZENEBBEE 2 ABHN-LTVET, FLBRTWD
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‘ 7 Japanese language study for children [C] )

There are many textbooks for children which we have included in the textbooks “to
study Japanese in the community you live in.” The following books are some examples
you can purchase at bookstores.

(@ Price (Tax Included) @ Publisher @ Translations @ Features)

[Kodomo no Nihongo 1 — 2]

@ 2100 yen each @ 3A Corporation

@® The word list at the end of the book is given in English, Portuguese,
and Chinese.

@ These books are designed in accordance with the events in each
term of elementary/primary school. Your children can study Japanese
while progressing through their school life.

[Maria to Ken no Issho ni Nihongo]

@ 2100 yen @ 3A Corporation @ None

O This Japanese language textbook is designed like a textbook for
studying science and life environment studies in Japanese. Its
concept is to allow you to learn Japanese as a required tool for
study in elementary/primary school.

[DVD de Manabu Nihongo Erin ga Choosen! Nihongo

Dekimasu.vol. 1 — 3]

@ 2520 yen each @ Bonjinsha

@ The skits are in English, Portuguese, Korean, and Chinese.

O These books come with DVDs. Your child can learn about the
everyday life of high school students and natural Japanese
expressions used there and Japanese culture through a rich variety
of images. Your child can also practice important expressions using
the textbooks and DVD.

* Although high school students are the main target, these books
contain a variety of topics which children and adults can both watch
and learn.

— P.29—- Chapter 2 Children’s Education
— P.147- Chapter 4 Japanese Language in School
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