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Since 2003, the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government
of Japan has sent artists and other cultural figures abroad to
serve as “Japan Cultural Envoys,” with a view to deepening
the international community’s understanding towards
Japanese culture, and to forming and strengthening networks
with people around the world active in the cultural arena. The
Envoys stay in one or more countries for a specified period
(between one month and one year) where they conduct
lectures, courses, demonstrations or other activities in their
cultural fields.

By the end of fiscal year 2019, a total of 143 individuals,
and 26 groups specializing in various fields such as traditional
music, performing arts, culture and lifestyle, and pop culture
has been sent to 88 countries. The following artists and
cultural specialists were appointed as Japan Cultural Envoys

in FY2019.
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Wednesday, March 10, 2021 from 2:00 PM to 4:40 PM

Iino Hall
Ty A Program
(#1%6, Pare 1)
14:00 F—=T=r7T7 s~ (P R Opening Act by NAKAMURA Kyozo
14:10 MaBE CUUTRE =M 58F) Opening Remarks by MIYATA Ryohei, Commissioner for Cultural Affairs
14:15 Qi By S ) Presentations by Japan Cultural Envoys
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HK A SHIMIZU Toshinaka
MR HDE AU Ryouguchiya Kasyo, Director of Executive Adviser
bk MORI Takahiro
e} Bonsai Master
15:15 PRER Intermission
(%28 Parc I1 )
15:30 R By S ) Presentations by Japan Cultural Envoys
it 25 TAMURA Keigo
FOREL mEAGEN, RESFESMAS EH Kyoto Cuisine Manshige, Junior Owner and The Zenkoku Mebackai Rengokai
(Junior Traditional Japanese Cuisine Restaurant Association) Supervising Inspector
=46 MITANI Jun
JLgERY B Professor of University of Tsukuba
HAS S8R NAKAMURA Kyozo
I Kabuki Actor
16:30 IyF4 77 (GRH &) Ending Act by KURODA Reison
16:40 T Closing
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photo by Ayane Shindo
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KURODA Reison
Shakuhachi Player

KURODA Reison studied under AOKI Reibo 11, a shakubachi (bamboo
flute) player designated as a Living National Treasure, and AOKI Reibo
III. He won the highest award at the World Shakuhachi Competition
in London in 2018 and another at the 2nd Hidenori Tone Traditional
Japanese Instruments Contest. At the Ars Musica modern music
festival, he played TAKEMITSU Toru's “November Steps” and world
premieres of the latest shakubachi concertos. Giving solo performances
in various places in the world every year, performing new pieces created
on commission and collaborating with orchestras, he pursues the current
shakuhachi and its infinite potential. Moreover, he provides a number of
sound sources to CDs, TV programs, Kabuki theatre performances and
others. He is a member of the Ensemble Muromachi, Hougaku Quartet
(The Quartet's first CD was designated as a specially selected recording
in the Record Art magazine), 1+0, Shakuhachi 5 and RigarohieS.

SHIMIZU Toshinaka

Ryouguchiya Kasyo, Director of Executive Adviser

After graduation, SHIMIZU Toshinaka worked for Ryoguchiya Kasyo
as a wagashi (Japanese confectionery) chef. Currently, he sits on the
board and serves as an advisor of the confectionery company. In 2014,
he was designated as a master under the Monozukuri Meister System
(confectionery manufacture) by the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare. He actively passes on his skills to younger people by giving
guidance at, for example, confectionery schools. He has been educating
the global audience on Japanese confectionery since 2011. In order to
help people recognize healthy Japanese sweets as a “culinary intangible
cultural heritage” and to popularize the culture of beans, such as
adzuki and soybean, along with wagashi throughout the world, he gives
guidance on growing the adzuki bean in the Alsatian region, France, as
part of efforts to introduce Japanese traditional confectionery making.
In addition, he also organizes a wagashi workshop in Paris on a regular

basis.

TAMURA Keigo

Kyoto Cuisine Manshige, Junior Owner and The Zenkoku Mebaekai Rengokai
(Junior Traditional Japanese Cuisine Restaurant Association) Supervising
Inspector

TAMURA Keigo was born the eldest son of the owners of the Manshige,
a Kyoto cuisine restaurant in Nishijin, Kyoto (founded in 1937). He
helped run the family business from childhood and later took over the
business after completing his training in various places. In the industry,
TAMURA joined the Japanese Culinary Academy as a founding
member. He has given guidance to primary, junior, and senior high
schools as well as college students across the country as the vice-chairman
of the Regional Food Education Committee of the Academy for over 15
years. He also serves as a member of the committee for the promotion of
food education curriculums of the Kyoto City Board of Education. He
has served as the chairman of Kyoto Cuisine Mebae Kai since 2017, and
as the Deputy Director of its national federation. He currently serves as
the Auditor of the national federation. He has a wealth of experience in
cooking overseas, including in France, Italy, Hawaii, and Malaysia, for
the dissemination of washoku (Japanese cuisine) as a part of Japanese
culture. He established the Vegetable Sommelier Kyoto Association,
for which he currently serves as an advisor. He was also appointed as a
Kyoto Travel Omotenashi Ambassador.
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NAKAMURA Kyozo
Kabuki Actor

After graduating university in 1972, NAKAMURA Kyozo joined the
Japan Arts Council's Kabuki Actor Training Center, established by
the National Theatre, as a sixth-term trainee. Upon completion on the
program in 1982, he commenced on a professional career as a member
of the NAKAMURA Jakuemon IV family under the acting name
NAKAMURA Kyozo, given by the master. He was promoted in April
1994 to nadai (billboard-ranked actor) at the Kabukiza Theatre. While
appearing in performances at the Kabukiza and National Theatre, he
has been working for the popularization of Kabuki in the world wide
through the performance of Kabuki Lectures and Demonstrations
organized by the Japan Foundation, especially in Europe, the United
States of America, Oceania and Southeast Asia. He was certified in
November 2005 as a member of the Organization for the Preservation
of Kabuki. He currently performs at stage and also teaches at the Kabuki
Actor Training Center in the National Theatre.

MITANI Jun

Professor of University of Tsukuba

Dr. MITANI completed a doctoral program in engineering at the
University of Tokyo Graduate School of Engineering in 2004. He
joined RIKEN as a researcher in 2005 and became a lecturer at the
Department of Computer Science, University of Tsukuba, in 2006,
where he has been serving as a professor from 2015 until now. From
2006 to 2009, he was a PRESTO researcher at the Japan Science and
Technology Agency studying origami, including its design technique
using computers. He has loved making paper crafts and using computers
since his childhood, which has led to his present study subject. He also
serves as a Councilor at the Japan Origami Academic Society. He is the
author of “3D Origami Art” and “Curved-Folding Origami Design”
published by CRC Press.

MORI Takahiro

Bonsai Master

After graduating from university, MORI Takahiro studied under the
late TSUKAHARA Koji of Katsuta Koushouen. In 2009, his work as
a bonsai artist won him an award at the historic Kokufu-ten Bonsai
Exhibition. From 2009 to 2013, he served as a bonsai expert at the
Omiya Bonsai Art Museum in Saitama City. In 2013, he participated
in the European Capital of Culture 2013 Kosice to demonstrate bonsai.
He gave a presentation at the 7th World Bonsai Convention in China
in 2013 to invite the 8th World Bonsai Convention to be held in 2017
to Saitama. Currently, he works as a bonsai master at his atelier “Bonsai
Mori” established in 2013, and is engaged in activities to promote bonsai
in and out of Japan through workshops for beginners, among other
activities.
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KURODA Reison

Shakuhachi Player

Period of the activities:
Countries visited:

photo by Ayane Shindo
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WE, 4%V 7, TIUN, TIVA, FAY, BVEHL

From May 30 to July 28, 2019
China, Italy, Brazil, France, Germany, Portugal
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Solo concert at the Immigrant Festival in Curitiba, Brazil
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Solo concert where he performed with mdi ensemble in Milan, Italy



Present and Future Development of Shakuhachi in the World

As a Japan Cultural Envoy dispatched by the Agency of
Cultural Affairs, I made it my dual mission to communicate
the appeal of Japanese classical music and ask a contemporary
composer of the same generation to create a new tune for
people to enjoy “contemporary and future” shakuhachi
bamboo flute music.

As the initial step, I visited China, where a new
shakubachi boom has taken place. Joining a quartet made up
of Chinese traditional musical instruments, xizo (flute) and
guzheng (Chinese plucked zither), electronic sounds, and
shakubachi, we held a performance in Beijing. Although it
broke new ground with a crossover between folk instruments
and modern technology, it made me feel somewhat nostalgic
and left me with a strong impression. Xiao is said to be the
ancestor of shakubachi; although their tones are similar, as we
played the same melody, their respective unique expressions
stood out with neither one emulating each other, which came
as a surprise. When I did an improvisation with a pipa player,
I did not notice the time passing as I was completely thrilled
by this once-in-a-lifetime musical encounter between the two
musical instruments that came via the Silk Road.

In my collaborative performance with mdi ensemble
in Italy, the collaboration between shakuhachi and Western
musical instruments pioneered a new musical world while
pursuing the originality of instruments from the East and the
West that became conspicuous as we performed together. In
Milan, I was highly impressed by the feeling of unity in the
entire hall as the audience was so focused that every breath
and sound I made seemed to be devoured completely by
them.

In Brazil, I took up the challenge of collaborating with
a drums group to perform “Yosakoi Naruko Odori (dance
based on a folk song called “Yosakoi Bushi [Melody]”).” As
people in Londrina were very familiar with the festival tune
from Kochi, Japan, we hit it off right away as we performed,
and the depth of ties and joy moved me immensely. In my
solo performance in an arena-size venue, I was surprised by
their instantaneous reaction to Japanese nursery rhymes.
In my performance in Sao Paulo organaized by the Japan

Foundation, I performed music together with Brazilian

KA - XY 2 TOYH A &V T 3D ik A iR

World premiere of the first-ever 3D musical score at his solo concert in Berlin, Germany

musicians in such local music genres as choro, baiao, and
bossa nova. I was able to share a musical space where each
and every sound formed a part of positive communication
with them, which inspired new ideas for my future musical
activities.

My new musical piece, which was commissioned to music
composer ADACHI Tomomi and premiered in Germany, is
the first-ever 3D musical score not only for me personally but
for the shakubachi community as well. It is a piece of art that
transforms my performance completely every time I play it. It
was received by a young audience with whistles and shouts of
bravo; I felt joy from the bottom of my heart that I was able
to share my ongoing shakuhachi music with them.

I toured 16 cities in six countries in two months and gave
approximately 34 performances, lectures, and workshops. I
was also fortunate to receive help from many people literally
around the world. Let me take this opportunity to express my

heartfelt gratitude.
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Ryouguchiya Kasyo, Director of Executive Adviser

Period of the activities:
Countries visited:

From June 15 to July 15, 2019
Spain, France, Germany
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Workshop at Takashi Ochiai Pastisseria in Barcelona, Spain
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Lecture session and workshop at Maison de la Culture du Japon a Paris, France
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Joytul Gatherings to Know, See,

Touch and Taste Japanese Confectioneries

As a Japan Cultural Envoy, I organized a total of 12
wagashi (Japanese confectionery) workshops in five cities
(Madrid, Barcelona, Paris, Strasbourg, and Frankfurt) in
three European countries (Spain, France, and Germany). It
was amazing to receive requests for wagashi from 52 countries
across the world. When UNESCO added traditional Japanese
cuisine to its Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2013, I
thought it was appropriate because confectioneries are the
most familiar culinary culture in our everyday life.

I was happy to offer the participants of the workshops
from around the world the opportunity to know and
taste Japanese traditional wagashi and to share a cozy and
harmonious atmosphere with them. The topics of my lecture
included the long history of traditional wagashi of over 1,000
years and its wide variety (over 3,000 types), explanation
about adzuki and other beans as well as the widest variety
of sugars in the world, and the relationship between
confectioneries and cultures. I believe that the lecture helped
participants know more about the attractions of wagashi.

In Spain, culinary instructors of cooking schools
participated in a three-day workshop during summer
holidays. I was impressed by their enthusiasm for learning
and surprised at their deep interest in wagashi when they
bombarded me with questions about how to cook adzuki
beans and sweet bean paste. At Universidad Carlos III de
Madrid (University Carlos I1I of Madrid), 30 people attended
a Japanese culture class. On that occasion, I made a courtesy
visit to MIZUKAMI Masashi, the Japanese Ambassador to
Spain. In Barcelona, I held a workshop at Takashi Ochiai
Pastisseria and introduced wagashi for tea ceremony. At a
workshop held in a confectionery school, approximately 70
participants, including WATANABE Naohito, the Japanese
Consul General in Barcelona and his wife as well as the
Moroccan Consul General, enjoyed cooking wagashi. 1t
seems that their interest in wagashi is rooted in the boom of
Japanese foods in the past couple of years.

In France (Paris and Strasbourg), I have worked to
popularize wagashi for the past decade. In Paris, 200 people

participated in the workshops. I am truly grateful for the

ANTAT = HAREREESFHEICT MOF (AHET) - AfEROT—F—D)i%
Meilleur Ouvrier de France (MOF) chefs and food business owners at the Japanese

Consulate General in Strasbourg, France

participation of many people in the workshops even in the
summer heat. It became possible to grow adzuki beans in the
Alsatian region four or five years ago. I have heard that adzuki
beans harvested in this region are the same as those harvested
in Japan.

In Strasbourg, food industry leaders, including food
business owners and Meilleur Ouvrier de France (MOF)
chefs as well as SATO Takamasa, the Japanese Consul
General in Strasbourg participated in a workshop held at the
Japanese Consulate General. In Germany (Frankfurt), I had a
wonderful time with the participants, including food business
owners, tea ceremony experts, and friends of KAWAHARA
Setsuko, the Japanese Consul General in Frankfurt at
workshops held at the official residence of consul general and
at a cooking studio.

I would like to express my gratitude to a total of over 400
participants for sharing a cozy and harmonious atmosphere

with us.
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TAMURA Keigo

Kyoto Cuisine Manshige, Junior Owner and The Zenkoku Mebaekai Rengokai (Junior Traditional
Japanese Cuisine Restaurant Association) Supervising Inspector

Period of the activities:

Countries visited:
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From August 26 to October 4, 2019
New Zealand, El Salvador, Hungary, North Macedonia, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates
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A Japanese Chef in Kyoto Seeks to Convey

the Spirit of Japan to the World

Za=Y=3 Y F RERXPTOMES
Dinner party held at the Official Residence of the Ambassador of Japan to New Zealand

Cooking is one of the most familiar things to anyone
in the world. It is essential to daily life. Being so familiar in
everyday life, food is not always perceived as culture, but I
think it is the easiest tool to understand another culture. In
Japan, UNESCO added traditional Japanese cuisine to its
Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2013, and in 2017, the
Japanese government finally established food as a culture by
revising its law.

These events have led me to be dispatched as a Japan
Cultural Envoy. In the Japanese Food Culture Seminar, I
spoke about the spirituality of Japanese people, rather than
merely conveying the techniques for Japanese food. I told the
participants that Japanese culture had been formed with the
belief that the spirits and gods of nature called “Yaoyorozu
no Kami (eight million gods)” dwell in every blessing in
nature, from mountains to rivers and the ocean, and that the
gratitude for the benefits from the gift of nature undetlies the
spirituality of Japanese people. Many Japanese phrases were
born out of this spirituality. Therefore, before every meal,
we say “[tadaki masu,” which means “T humbly receive.” The
word “Mottainai,” which means “don’t waste,” was born
from the idea of treating things (gods) with respect. The pine,
bamboo, and plum blossom, which are considered fortunate
items in Japan, are infused with the meaning of “enduring

and living strong.” Pines and bamboos are full of vitality, even

in the snowy winter. Pines are considered to be the source of
vitality because of their thick roots, which were thought to
obtain the life energy from the earth. Bamboos are resilient,
bouncing back each time even when they are close to falling
down by wind or snow. Plum blossoms bloom beautifully
in early spring, when it is still chilly, ahead of other plants. I
also talked about the significance of listing Japanese cuisine
on UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage list and that
Japanese food is healthy and based on “umami,” which is the
core characteristic of Japanese cuisine, and it is a rare taste
in other cuisines in the world. In the seminar, I described
Japanese as people who cherish the saying, “Harmony is to
be valued,” and they value harmony by respecting each other
while respecting themselves.

I gave lectures for community members, taught classes
for professionals and vocational school students, as well as
held banquets where 780 people from 6 countries experienced
Japanese meals through demonstrations and tasting. It was
an outstanding achievement for me that I had these various
opportunities to share the understanding of the wonderfulness
and depth of Japanese culture. These experiences also
reminded me once again that food is a universal tool. It is a
very simple, approachable, and effective method to gain the
understanding of people in the world on Japanese customs,
philosophy, thinking, etc., because Japanese food is highly

cultural.
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Seminar for professionals in Lebanon
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NAKAMURA Kyozo

Kabuki Actor

Period of the activities:

Countries visited:
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Lecture, University of Michigan
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From November 5 to December 4, 2019
The United States of America, Cuba, Mexico
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Lecture on onnagata and performance, UCLA



Fascination of Kabuki

Kabuki, serving for the first time as a Japan Cultural
Envoy, traveled to the United States of America (San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and Michigan), Mexico and
Cuba. I have introduced Kabuki in some 50 cities in 30
countries around the world, including the United States
of America and Mexico. However, this was my first
Kabuki performance in Cuba, and I felt an overwhelming
of responsibility and anxiety. Thanks to Professor KODAMA
Ryuichi of Waseda University and Shochiku Co., Ltd., our
small entourage of only one onnagata (female role actor),
yours truly, gave a successful performance in a way that
conveyed the charm of Kabuki.

The program consisted of lectures and demonstrations
focused on onnagata and lasting a little over 90 minutes.
The program started with my performance of “Fuji
Musume (Wisteria Maiden)”, which showed the beauty
of onnagata and hikinuki (quick costume change). This
was followed by a lecture coupled with a video by Professor
KODAMA entitled, “What is Kabuki?” I then gave a lecture
and demonstration on the basics of onnagata, followed
by Professor KODAMA's second lecture. The program
ended with my performance of “Shakkyo (The Lion
Dance)”, which included shishi no kurui (lion's keburi, or
swirling of the long mane). At the request of the Agency
for Culcural Affairs, the program also included a cross-
cultural performance. At the curtain call, the keburi was
performed to local music. That took the audience

by surprise and was wildly received in every theater. The

A% ¥ NI R O R S

Commemorative photo taken after performance, Mexico

Fa— NS RG]
“Shakkyo" performance, Cuba
(BEARML : RN - 2 2 FS)
(Photo courtesy: Jorge Cristobal)

lecture on onnagata also included audience participation in
theatrical expression of emotions like crying and laughing.
Audiences participated enthusiastically and seemed to have
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

In the lecture, I told the audience through an interpreter
that Kabuki is not something to be watched in a solemn
manner; audiences are most welcome to clap their hands and
shout out to the actor at any moment that they feel that a
performance is excellent or exciting. Because of this, audience
in all places we visited called out vigorously to the actor,
showing that they were really enjoying themselves.

At University of Michigan, I gave a 60-minute
lecture on how to depict the love between a man and
woman in Kabuki. In Cuba, I held a forum with students of
the Instituto Superior de Arte. As I observed them watching
the performance with keen interest, I could sense their deep
understanding of other cultures.

I am proud to have played a role through that
experience in conveying a little taste of the charm of Kabuki.
Furthermore, as a Japan Cultural Envoy, it has been a great
pleasure to receive feedback from various places requesting a
repeat performance. I believe this is solely due to the latent
power of Kabuki built up by our forerunners. I could not
help but feel this power during my stint as a Japan Cultural

Envoy.
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MITANI Jun

Professor of University of Tsukuba

Period of the activities:

Countries visited:
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At the workshop, participants made folded paper cranes using Japanese paper and folded

a square piece of paper into a round shape

28

From October 27 to December 22, 2019
China, the Philippines, Malaysia, Bangladesh, India, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam
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A photo of lecture. I explained the geometric conditions for creating a three-dimensional

object from a piece of paper at a university
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Evolving Culture of Origami

I was involved in the cultural exchange activities in eight
countries in Asia through origami paper folding, one of the
cultural traditions of Japan.

I have focused on opening up new areas of origami
through the designing and making of origami pieces with
curved surfaces. However, in the first place, I am a university
professor in the area of computer science. Accordingly, my
activities as a Japan Cultural Envoy have mainly involved
lectures, workshops, and exhibitions of my origami works.

In the lectures, I have discussed the history of origami, its
application in the area of engineering, and its designing. In
the universities, high schools, and art museums that I visited,
many participants showed their interest in the new possibility
of origami and asked many questions. In the workshops, they
gained experience in making origami pieces with curved fold
lines in addition to traditional pieces. It was the first time for
almost all the participants to fold origami with curved lines,
although they had known orizuru, or origami cranes. They
enjoyed the session in a happy and friendly atmosphere.

When I started the above activities, however, I had a hard
time wondering if it was OK for a person like me to accept
the role of a Japan Cultural Envoy.

I felt that there were people who were more experienced,

=23y 7ORIEHAGEFILYET (F4- I8y —=—127)
Participants smile after a workshop (in Udon Thani Province, Thailand)

appropriate, and knowledgeable about origami than I was.
However, after a while, I realized something that made me
think it was good that I accepted the offer; that origami is a
culture that is in the process of evolution.

Needless to say, a culture changes with time, but
currently, origami is changing and evolving at a surprising
speed. When the idea and technique of “designing origami”
was developed in the 1980s, a complex, innovative, and
totally different world of origami appeared, which spread
instantly over the world with the expansion of the Internet.
Now, origami communities have been built in various places
in the world, competing with each other over their skills. Still,
Japanese origami's superiority is well acknowledged because
of its high level and the fact that it is enjoyed by a wide range
of people. Now, I think that it is meaningful to present to
people new and unique origami pieces, created by making
full use of mathematics and computers and being free from
the conventional concept, as the examples of today’s Japanese
origami.

I have learned a lot and gained rare and valuable
experience in this project. There are many things that I
think I should have done differently, but I also have a sense
of satisfaction that I did the work to the best of my ability.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation to everyone who supported my activities during

the project.
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MORI Takahiro

Bonsai Master

Period of the activities: ~ From July 17 to September 14, 2019

Countries visited:

HRDPE T2k 23k

[fE#k] TOXERKTHMEIIATI AH, 5ORZENETES
TEEBRL, BARRLHFROEIRIZT TRL, bo kARl
FREELTHHW2 RHRMEHEM»SIHEICALET, HE)
ZRFAHHTD, TOMVELLICHBOH4ZHTLF L2,
R E I THRMEZE TS & WICIEERMZ 21544
WET, FMINIBHREKIHY, KEE 100 ZH2 B2
LEARLH Y E T, 7272, BURDEZLH, [HHIZ -ESL
THHWew] LWIHIHAREFEUHEEZTAZ TWE L. [
WHAERLE OB | L) EREIL, iR IER o2 LT A,

RIEB CREG T 7-Mang, @R THlEEZIT) ) X
fbitiie, HEHZ, RSV -72T, $2ERE N
DRVEWHEA, @ AU L, EIROBIEBIRAL, %
FUSH 7270 % 26 0 AT AL Z XD 720

B2 P HOEHMH, HEEELTWARFETOMEITE
WK E B Y F/fzg TRHATLRDS, ML 8 #i&TT
A M. BIFR TIERVH 2T TR IR %A S
BADBEZT, RIESBRETIMBEVWIZEF LA, Wi
BIITFEHE L PR PN S OFHE V) EBIDHY, %
OB HERFEH IR T IC R o728 TR LT

FLR A D IO VEZE RS Nikkei CentrelZT
Working with a huge cedar bonsai at Nikkei Centre
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Canada, the United States of America, Australia, Singapore

BUbOKEARZE I E S 2 920, JICCIZT

Demonstrating how to transform local garden plants into bonsai at JICC
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Culture Raised by Nature — Japanese Bonsai (Tray Planting)

HE A S 27 % GUH o 77— T ANAFARAIT
Demonstrating for botanical garden staff at Gardens by the Bay

I am the third Japan Cultural Envoy for bonsai. I want
to pass on my techniques and expertise while familiarizing
others with the world of bonsai and realizing the best of
my potential. Keeping this in mind, I have been taking on
challenges from the moment I was appointed with such
duties and responsibilities up until today. Bonsai has earned
recognition around the world and many practitioners have
studios overseas. There are groups of bonsai aficionados in
major cities with some having more than 100 members. Yet,
many of these groups share our same concern: they want
greater involvement from the younger generation. The idea
that “bonsai is a hobby for the elderly” seems to be a common
understanding in the world.

My mission for this program is to “give lectures with
bonsai.” 1 want to make the attractiveness of bonsai more
appealing to the younger and working generations, who have
no personal experience with bonsai, at various venues, such
as cultural, educational, and research institutes to reshape the
industry by driving change.

During two months of activity in summer, lecturing at
universities as my main purpose was not realized because
it just happened to be summer vacation. Regardless, I gave
lectures in all eight cities I visited and had the opportunity
to cover various topics for non-aficionados, from the

basic knowledge to the philosophy of bonsai craftsmen.

I gave a demonstration after each lecture. I thought that
demonstrations could provide time for people to become
familiar with bonsai after receiving background information.

Bonsai grows as plants grow. How can I help them feel
familiar with bonsai when they live in a culture and climate
different from Japan? Conveying Japanese spirit as well as
the attractiveness of bonsai is very important. This helped
me go back to the basics, which meant a lot to me. “Bonsai
craftsmen should stay behind the scenes.” This is the teaching
handed down by my master. It means that bonsai is the
leading actor and the craftsman is a stagehand with a limited-
time responsibility. So, one should be modest in growing
bonsai.

Here, modesty presents beautiful attitudes nurtured in
the climate spun with four distinct seasons and in awe of
nature. Modesty means respect and harmony. The beautiful
spirit of Japan nurtures the beautiful culture of bonsai. In
working overseas, we should respect the local culture and
climate, and then the bonsai brought from Japan can become
harmonized with the local people. This program has been
successful thanks to every relevant culture built over the years
and the cultural exchange through bonsai. Again, I would like
to thank all those who have worked hard for this program,
and I hope that it will be continuously handed down through

future generations.

TR OB % Wil . JAPAN HOUSE LAIZT
Giving a lecture to a diverse audience at JAPAN HOUSE LA
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- We respect the right of Japan Cultural Envoys to express themselves individually in presenting these activity reports,
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