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Younes El haroussi is a visual artist with
# passion for storytelling. He has been
providing visual art and storytelling
services to renowned clients since 2005,
Based In Casablanen, Moroces, he has
worked 53 an art director, concept nrtist,
storyboard artiat, and 20/30 ariist on a
diverse range of projects. His expertize
extends 1o various industries including
advertiaing, animation. fitm, video games
and comics. He &i50 leaches game design,
20/40 animation and manga history, and
art and story creation process.
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Casablanca Art University is rocked by the
sudden disappearance of its most
colpbrated teachar, For brilliant art student
Mond, this I3 no mystery, but a cryptic
puzzie ho's compelied 10 solve. Jained by
his triencs Sarah and Zak, he uncovers a
long-forgotten conspiracy that puts not
only thelr lives at risk, but chalisnges
everything they ballave to be true
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Jean Bindjoull is a Cameroonian manga and
weebloon artist, Mlustrator, and visual designer with
over 10 years of experience in graphic creation.
Passionate about visusl storylelling and serlalized
worlds, he creates digital works that blend the
narrative inlensity of manga with the vertical flow
and rhythm of webtoons. His art features dynamic
composition, impactful storytelling, and & sharp
eye for detail, Inepired by comics, animation, and
new technologies, his work offers immersive,
1ast-paced visunl experiences that resonate with
diverse audiences.

Jean BindjouliEED/ARIL (WAL —VH B R HIVEEDBER)
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Manga Culture and Fandom in Francophone Africa
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The onigins of comic cufture in Francophons
Africa date back to the 1890, when comics
began in in the Balgien
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Congo. Until the Iate 15303, most comics read
In the region came from Europe—malnly
France—and many African crestors began
Ppubiishing works ntiuenced by these styles.
In the late 1980s. Japanese anime began
airing on television, and by around 2000,
original mangs volumes siaried sppearing in
local bookstores. This ks rolated 10 the launch
of services in Africa by the French pay-TV
channel Canals, which broadeast numerous
anime serles

Sinco the 20008, the spread af the intamet
and smartphones has led to x rise in online
manga reeding, often vin scanned coples—
many of which are pirsted. While producing
and gistributing pirated content Is lllegal, fans
often explain that official pubiications are
detayod, and bookstores are scarce outside
major citioa. For gome readers, hose

unauthorzed varsions become 3 NOCASSary
way to access stories soon sfter they ars
released.

D1 of the generation that grew up with
Japanese manga, new communities of fans
began to form. Some 1ok it further, etarting
10 create thelr own manga, In Francophone
Alrica, where many countrics share 3
common language, exchanges between tans
and creators have llourished across borders.
Since ths 2000s, manga festivals have aiso
emerged aoross the African continent, Thess
wvents, which Include exhibitions, workshops,
artist taiks, v drawing seasions, and
cosplay contosts. have become spacas where
arlists and fans come together lo co-create
ond nurture calturad expreasion. Natable
examples include Coco Bulle in Cote

o' Ivoire, FIBDA in Algeria, Mboa BD In
Camerson, Bl BD In the Republic of the
Congo, and Plancts A in Senegal and fdali,
which specializee In manga snd anime,
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African Artists Telling Their Own Stories

FIIAAGECLLBCOTH TR F7YNDAAVEARERY,
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DIBRTIDR_ Z2ATTUNDRFLIERS, L3P " WBIM S
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In many manga and comics created by African artists,
African people take center stage as protagonists, telling
alorieg rooted in their own culturea snd historise. For a long
time, African readers and creators were depicted as
*others*—aften relegated to supparting roles. Now, they are
finally the story Seeing African
characters as the contral figures in both real and imagined
African worlds carries powertul meaning for African readera.
In fact, artists ke Seydina lssa Sow, featured here, began
creating manga out of a senae that “our own stories don't
exist”. One of the key missions of African manga is fo allowr
children to encounter slories told in their own words—

storkes that Inspirs pride In thelr culture.

These works offer African readers & chance 1o rediscover
themselves and provide non-African readers with a window
into African perepectives and values, Through these
narratives, we encounter an Africa that is complex, diverse,

and deeply alive.
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Manga in Africa: Real Voices from African Artists
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