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7 Unmissable Art Festivals in Japan

the scenic Japanese countryside. Japan's art scene

e imagination of visitors and locals alike.
ities from a different perspective or plan a
& escapade to experience up-and-coming arc

s in some of the country's most scenic rural

Seeking to bring positivity and joy to an area that was
devastated during the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami,
is inspiring festival is centered on the concept of “reborn-art”
means of promoting life skills. First held in 2017, it ha:
quickly become a space where new ideas and connections come
%o life through various forms of art.

The 2019 edition will explore the theme of ‘Texture of Life. ”
using arwork, performances and community to lead

participants back to the true essence and joys of life. In true
shinomaki style, it is sure to be an almos: 2-month long
celebration of vitality and humanity, of course accompanied by
plenty of chances to sample local cuisine, dance under the stars
and make new friends. Their Instazram account (Japanese-only)
i full of shots from previous events, so you can get an idea of
what 1o expect.

R

This year's Reborn Art Festival will take place from Saturday
August 3 to Sunday, September 29, 2015.

Venues will be spread out over a few areas in Miyagi Prefecture,
centering around the Oshika Peninsula, Ajishims, Central
shinomaki and Matsushima Say.
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Roppongi Art Night (Tokyo)

A beloved yearly event, Roppongi Art Night is a celebration of art
held in Tokyo's Roppongi district. For one night this party-loving
neighbourhood gets taken over by artwork and performances,
ranging from music, video and performance pieces to huge
sculptures dotred around the neighborhood.

Wander around Roppongi Hills, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo
Midtown, Suntory Museum of Art, 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT, The
Nationsl Art Center, Tokyo and other public spaces to take in all
the works. The organizers aim to create a truly extra-ordinary
experience, celebrating art and how it can bring joy to everyday
life.

The 2019 edition of Roppongi Art Night will take place on
Saturday, May 25 and Sunday, May 26, with most of the major
events planned for Saturday evening. The full program has not
been released yet, but you can expect a surreally magical
evening of outdoor art in:

lations, live performances, exhibits

and (of course) food stall

th tempting trea:

The area around Ueno Park is ull of museums of all sizes,
dotted with charming residential areas that still have a touch of
old Tokyo charm. UENOYES celebrates diversity, history and
hidden sides of Tokyo's culture through events such as art
exhibits, art tours, musical performances and talks by guest
artists.

While this festival is still 3 bit of a hidden gem, some of the large
scale installations have captured the imagination of art-l
worldwide. such as the whimsical burrowing bunny of
Sakata's It g e R

The events are often both family-friendly and barrier-free, o
ensure that anyone can join in the joys of art, creativity and
discovery. As this project is ongoing. you can keep up with
upcoming events, workshops and collaborations on their

12
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theatrical
Japan has a thriving

and beyond, theater
flock 10 experience Jspan's performance

International City of Arts and Culture Toshima
(Tokyo)

A==

ted in Tokyo's Toshima Ward, this smbitious project is

helping build a culturally cre:

ve community by ta
advantage of all of Toshima's many cultural resources. By
making the ares 3 stage for free expression

ey also hope 1o
make what can often be s urban spaces

what anonym:

safer and more people-frien

Once known as the "lkebukuro M

tparnasse", Toshima has
riters for decades, home to

“atelier villages" where creatives of all stripes collaborated to
create ne

been 3 haven for arti

enormously important place in the history o

the greats of the genre such as Osamu

ka, Fujiko Fujio and
Hideko Mizuno starced their careers here.

slleries
ts both pa
& neighbourhood is becoming & hub of creativi
xhibitions and other events throughout the
vhen you v ma there is sure to be

From performing arts to dance workshops and g;

N the imaginative creations of art
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Yokohama Arts Action Project (Kanagawa
Prefecture)

Nol
RRAEEY-M
(engage

as the Yokohama Sound Fe: = celebration of

akes over the port

ce &
who al
dance, O

y of Yokohama hree
& Yokohama Arts Fes
cisted event dedicated

ok place in 2018. From the photos
scale celebration of dance in 3
from professional ballet 10 workshops &

recen:

n the same way, Yokohama Otoma anscends barriers and

connects sudienc:

e largest musi
make the whole city re
o

val in Japan, the 2013 edition is sure to
erberate wit
Keep an ey
| dates and performances.

the joyous sounds of
2nd spplaus:

n their website

tes about the fe

- (English)

Earth Celebration (Niigata Prefecture)

here are also fringe events and plenty
s atthe Harbour Market. If you are inte
music and dance, you can book a spat at

. Earth Celebration is also a kid-friendly

of interesting
traditional Japan
one of the

event, with interac
young music enthusiasts. Preschoolers can attend the hain
Harbour Market conce

performances and classes simed at

with their families.
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11 Best Art Festivals in Japan You Should Visit in 2019

by Lucy Dayman | TRAVEL

© Rebom-Art Festival

Japan is a nation that takes

s art admiration very seriously. Alhough Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka
are home to some incredible galleries and museurs, to really appredate the broad scope of
the art scene across the islands of Japan, go beyond the major cities and explore the many
Japanese art festivals that are held throughout the year. From music festivals to art triennales
and from permanent installations to seasonal events, here are some of the best arts festivals in

Japan in 2019

#

Jimmy Lino, Kiss and Goodbye

There's conceptual an, immersive art, progressive art, and then there’s the Echigo-Tsumari Art
Field, which is somehow all of that and something completely new. Located in Niigata
Prefecture, this project is essentially an open-air, region-wide public art gallery, and is home (o
around 200 art installations crafted by both local and intemational artists. Scattered around the

area, you can find th

@ at picces in the famous Niigata rice fickls, in schools, in abandoned
buildings, and hidden where youl least expect them. The naturally and artistically stunning site
is also home to Echigo Tsumari Art Triennale, a massive art festival, which was established in
2000 and set to make an appearance nextin 2021. Beyond the Triennale, the area hosts an
ever-changing roster of events including seasonal festivals, exhibits, and workshops. If you're
looking 1o where 1o see art outside of Tokyo, of just want 1o escape the city, make your way to

Echigo-Tsumari any time of year, as you're bound to discover something new and exciting
Where: 37431 Matsudai, Tokamachi, Niigata {sec map)
When: All year round

Website: echigo-tsumari.jp
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2. International City of Arts and Culture | Tokyo

A= .i

l

’

Photo: Takashi Fujikawa (Alloposidac)

A ward of Tokyo with a culture completely unique 1o itself, Toshima is home to an annual
celebration of Japanese artworks, music, tradition, and culture. Known as Toshima

Intemnat

nal City of Arts and Culture, the community runs regular events throughout the year as

a way to encourage locals and guests to embrace the world of Japanese art. Some of the

seasonally rotating events include the Tokyo Anime Award Festival, Cherry Blossom Festivals,

and the Ikebukuro Jazz Festival

Photo: Tadashi Wakui

However, the highlight i always the New Bon Odar Festival and the Tokyo Otsuka Awa Odori
Festival. If you'we never witnessed the spectacke that is Japan's odor dance festivals, these
avents are a mustsee. Avivid display of colour, precision dancing, and proud Japanese
tradition that goes back centuries and is celebrated across the Map. once you witness the New
Bon Odori and the Tokyo Otsuka Awa Odori, dance festivals are never quite the same. If you're
not in lown during the dance events, thal's ok, ne matter what time of year you're in Japan,
chances are there’s going to be a Toshima city festival. Just check out the website for more

info.
Where: Toshima City, Takyo (s map)
When: All ycar round

Website: city.toshima.Jg.jp/artculture

Cherry Blossom Art:
Must-See Japanese
Masterpieces

Where to See
Cherry Blossoms in
the US: The
Complete List

Views of Mount
Fuji: Remarkable
Woodblock Prints
Demystified

v
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